0Q =
eBooks



Published by: The Irish Times Limited (Irish Times Books)
© The Irish Times 2015
Selected and edited by Ronan McGreevy
All rights reserved.No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any formlmy any means without the prior written consent of The

Irish Times Limited, or under terms agreed with the appropriate reprographic rights

organisation or as expressly permitted by law.



Contents

gL oo 18 ox 1 o] o FU PP UPPPPPPUPPPP 8.
GlOSSArY Of TEIMS. ... e e e e erre s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s anenreeaeaeaaaeeeees 12
KBY MAPS .t e 13
AU St MUIOBIBI BICIN.......oo it e e e e e e e e e e e e enner e e e as 18
Britainds army to be .i.ncr.eas.ed..t.o. . by.Balf
RECIUItING INO T 1D, ettt et eeeee e 24
ODBSCUNEIES OF WaL..... ittt ettt s 25
Rugby Union Volunteeiisinspection at Lansdowne RQad...........cccoovveeeeiieeciinniinnennnn. 27
Ireland and the NEBIMY ..........oooiiiiiii e e erenr e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeee s 28
Poor response from Midlands and Sauth...................eiir e, 28
Lord Kitchener.ds..Di.s.a.p.p.o.i.nt.mendt ... 28
TUIKISN ACE OF WAoot e e e e e e e e e e e annns s e e e e e e eeaes 29
Russian TOWN BoOmMbBarded.............euviiiiiiiiieeeiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 29
Countdown t0 GalliPOli.......ueeii i ———————— 31
The Dardanelles..........oooeeeiiiiiiire e et e e e e e e e e e e e e anena s e e e e e e e aaaeeeees 34
The land war in GalliPOli..........cooiiii e 36
B =T 1653 0 = g (o 1T PSPPI 37
F N T L] TR = o =T | S UPPPPRRRN 41
(011 =o 1T = VX 1 o] o SR 43

Between the reports of the guns, rifles rolled amdckled in an incessant undertone.

AdvanCes t0 ACHI BaDa............uuiiiiiiiiiiii e 46
6Judge us Dby..ourl...d.ee.dsS.D. e, 51
Mr Chur chi.l.l.Q.s..Ss.p.e.e.Ch e, 56
Courage and loss. . . and truth the first casually...............ueeeeeiieemiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 58
The debacle at V BEACK...........uuiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiiii ettt 61
Fighting on the PeninSUIaL..............iiii i 64
SUVIA BAY ..ttt et e e e e e e e e e an 65
OA magni ficent..per.f.olmancC.eO. . 70
WouNded IN ACLION........coiiiiiiiiiiieii et e e e e e s snnnnnn e eeee e L D
O0He stood i n t hsewecpetntzroen eo fq utiheet.Lhyu.ltlveit?Za i ng
Could shared satfiCe UNITY?.........oooi oo e e e e e 81

Gallipoli @ADANAONEQ..........uuiiiiiiiiii e 88

h



The 8" Connaught Rangers in Gallipdlithrilling records, splendid deeds..................... 91

I LS T T [T 0= ] = PSPPPP 95
Death of Sir Bryan Mahon, a great military reCord.............cccuvueiiiiieemiieiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeenn 98
The day the sea turned red at Gallipali............cccuuuiiiiiimmei e 101
AN 1T r i Shman.0.S... Dl Loy reer e 109
President to visit Gallipoli as part of five day ViSit............ccccevvvviviieeee e 112
President calls for 1914918 war CEIreMONIES: ... ....ccccouieiriirririeeeinnnneneeereereeeeeeeeeeenns 113
Remembering Gallipoli troops who faced 'a death trépey hadn't a hope................... 115
The Irish at GalliPOli..........ccooiiiiiie e e e e e e aneera e as 117
Gallipoli, the..fii..nal..r.e.s./t.i.ng..pl.a.c.e.é..119
6The end of t he..Tur.ki.s.h..mena.c.eb.... 126
Rare photographs of Gallipoli in Collins Barracks exhibition..................vvvnnnnnneee. 128

The Dublin Palswhoest of f f or Gal.l.i.p.ol.i.ds..Kki.l.lL.130g fi el

Theatre review: Pals The Irish at Gallipoli.............ccoooiiiiiiiiie e 133
Powerful drama tells story of Iriséoldiers at Gallipoli............cccccuviviiiiiieeniii 135
An I rishmané6s Di ar.y...an..t.he..Ga.l.l.l.p.al.i..137r uce

Russell Crowe: 01 ..r.es.pe.c.t....t.he..gods..o0fl39f i | méd

Menbés Shed constructs scal.e..model...of.143allipo
President Michael D Higgins to attend Gallipoli ceremonies..........cccccoeeeeeveeeecccieennn. 144

Labour junior minister: oO6My .f.ami.l.y..hd4sd a r el
An | rishmanés Diary Johin..Sandes...afidf t he A

on
Gallipoli: Churchill dés fol.l.y..mus.t..be.l49e me mbe
ce

Hi ggins notes O0silen Ja..t.hat...hung..ov.45 Gal |l i

Remembering all who died at Gallipoli...........ccooooriiiiiiiccc e 153
Culture Shock: Pl ease, no more her oethe Let o
Great War INTO GIOTY... ..o eeeeeee e 155
Gallipoli: &é6Shrapnel bur sit...as..f.r.eqgu.endi7l y as
Gallipoli as seen through Wrt € r S.0....B. Y B8 161

Gallipoli 7 should Britain have steered well clear of.it2...........ccccoooeiiiiiieriiiii e, 165

Irish newspapers supported British effort in fivdbrld War, conference told............... 168

Peace reigns at last as Anzacs pay solemn tribute to soldiers slaughtered in Galliddio
An Ii shmanos Di a-copnscription Atctibishopaafi Melbourne and the fro
CONSCIIPLION PHIME MINISTEI....uuuiiiiiiiiie e e e et e e e e e rnnr e e e e e e erra e aeaeens 173

Suggested further reading..........cooooviiiiiiii e e e e e et ———— 176



BELTEVED 7O BE BUR’TED
IN THIS ('EI\/ETEPY

 LIEUTENANT
N J.FIGGIS
LEINS’IER REGIMENT

10 AUGUST 1915 )\GE 23

=y

. TAITHRUL UNTO pEATH |




Hundreds of Irismen are buried in the cemetery overlooking V Beach where many of them
fell. Photograph: Peter Murtagh



The Royal Munster Fusiliers were involved in the Suvla Bay landings and many died in the
attempt to achieve a breakthrough. Photograph: Peter Murtagh



Introduction

Right proudly high over Dublin Town
they hung out the flag of war
0Twas better to die '"neath an 1[I ri

than at Sul va or Sud EI Bar é

And from the plains of Royal Meath
Strong men came hurrying through
While Britannia's sons with their loagnge guns

Sailed in from the foggy dew

060Twas Britannia bade our Wild Gee
that small nations might be free
But their lonely graves are by Sulva's waves
or the fringe of the Great North Sea
Oh, had they died by Pearse's side
or fought with Cathal Brgha
Their names we will keep where the Fenians sleep
'neath the shroud of the foggy dew

-The Foggy DewCanonCharles O'Neill (c1919)

It was Phil Graham, owner of the Washington Post newspaper, who popularised the phrase
AJournalism iaft hef fhirsttomrya.gh dr

One hundred years after the Gallipoli first World War campaign, from March 1915 to
January 1916, what happened there is regarded as a byword for military failure.

But that was not how it appeared in the immediate aftermath of everds, thwr combined

Allied offensive sought to force the Ottoman Empire out of the war.

The Irish Timesin common with mainstream opinion in Britain and Ireland, exhibited a fatal
complacency in believing the Turks would riotould noti effectively defendheir home

soil.



In 1915, The Irish Timesvas a different newspaper to what it is today. It reflected the ruling
order of the time, which was essentially uni
society that was predominantly Roman Cathdbiot not necessarily overwhelmingly
nationalist in outlook.

The newspaper and its readers would have seen themselves as both British and Irish,
reflecting a sense of identity more complex and maitered than often acknowledged since.

At the outbreak bhostilities,the newspaper was a staunch supporter of the war effort, as was
most of the mainstream lIrish pre3#ie Irish Timedelieved the sacrifice of so many young

men was necessary for right to prevail.

AWe venture to say sstihthigcangaignas bderewotbhithe twhile, e s t
worth it for the soldier hi msel f, for his |
Irishmen who died at Gallipoli.

Such sentiments are alien to the modern sensibility, but were commonplacetiatethe
including on the Irish nationalist side. It was Padraig Pearse who said of the first World War
fiThe old heart of the earth needed to be warmed withethevine of the battlefields. Mo st
modern readers would conclude, as James Connolly did atrteghat this was théalk of a
Ablithering i1idioto

Yet notions of patriotism, heroism and seécrifice were widespreadand shared by every

nation, class and creed engaged in this terrible Wéwy else would so many yourigsh
professional men leavedin careers to face oblivion?

And today, the sense of sacrifice remains at the centre of loyalist identity in Northern Ireland.
The Irish Timedbelieved passionately that the war would unite nationalists and unionists in a
common cause. After reports carpack of the fighting at Suvla Bay in August 1915, the
paper reflectedfiThe unionistsand nationalists who fought at Ypres and stormed the hill at
Suvla have sealed a new bond of patriotisi

Those sentimentwere deeply felt at the time, not least by détedmond, the leader of the

Irish Parliamentary Party.

It has become axiomatic that the Irish who fought in the first World War were written out of
Irish history and yet the presenge 1930 of half the cabinet at the funeral of Sir Bryan
Mahon, the genat who commanded the #Qlrish) Division in Gallipoli, show attitudes

were more ambivalent than we were later led to believe.

Subsequent Irish governments, beginning in 1982 t h £amon first Val e
administration, were less favourably disposed towahe memories of those fought in the
Great War.



In recent yearsthere has been @ew understandingboutthe Irish who fought in the first
World War. Much was done by the former presiddary Robinson to reinstate the notion of
nonjudgmental rememlance of Irishmen who died in both world wars and by her successor,
Mary McAleese, who specdally rehabilitated the memory of the Irish at Gallipwlth her

visit therein 2010.

More recently David DaviP o wer 6 s excel loe RTEI d e t a mydtiers a rFy
Heroesand thesuccessfuplay The Pals at Gallipoli have focused much deserved attention on

a campaign which cost Ireldrbetween 3,000 and 4,000 dead, more than what died in the
Easter Rising and War of Independence combined.

Gallipoli will neverhave the preeminence in Ireland that it has in the national consciences of
Australia, New Zealand and modeday Turkey but the long national silence has been
broken.

This eBook originated out of the wealth of matefibk Irish Timegroduced in the miup to

the centenary of the Gallipoli landings in 1915.

While the newspaper has generated much to give a historic context to Gallipoli, it is
contemporary reports from the time that give the most powerful testimonies of the reality of
that awful campaig.

The Irish Timesw a s heavily dependent on the Britis
information. It is clear from the reports that were published that the true extent of the disaster
was kept from the British and Irish public.

Instead, it is the lettersent back by men fighting at the front and later publishd&thénirish
Timeswhich are worth a thousand press reports.

Who would not fail to shudder at the unnamed officer in the Royal Dublin Fusiliers rescued
from the sea during the landings at V Beaci n C a p Afterhaeds hegat & hold of my
poor old gammy arm and pulled Iike billyo b

me up a bit from swallowing salt water. He was shot through his arm too, and the blood from

it was blindingme,yét e woul dndét give in.o
Or the Munstergofficer who wrote matteof-f act | y: Al't has certainly
heaps of dead are awful and the beach where

The mostremarkablething about Gallipoli from an Irishgrspective was the hundreds of
middle-class men from prosperous backgrounds who joined the war effort, ttedlesd
APosh palso. There was no conscription in It

necessity to do so, yet they joined up anyway.



One of them was Poole Hickman from Co Clare, ay@arold barrister and rugby player

who was killed on August 15 1915, a day after he sent home a letter which made it into the
pages ofThe Irish Timesfter his death. In it he discussed the terribleddttons which the

men endured at Suvla Bay.

A | forgot to say that we discarded our pack
and all this time wenever had even our boots off,shave, or a wash, as even the dirtiest

water was greedily drunk anh e hi | | where the sunb6s rays b
and where the rotting corpsestbé Turks created a damnalolifensive smelb

After the Gallipoli debacle, the qlrish) Division was evacuated to Salonika. A report from

the Battle ofKosturino in December 1915 is included in this eBook. If the Gallipoli campaign

is only now being remembered from an Irigl&rspective, the Salonika campaign remains

almost wholly forgotten. Irishmen fought on the sides of the Serbians against the d&dgari

in the mountains of modeftay Macedonia. Such a scenario sums up the absurdity of the

first World War.

Ronan McGreevy, August 2015



Glossary of terms

The British infantry was subivided into different units depending on their size.

Company: A company usually consisted of 250 men. A British battalusually had four
companies named alphabeticallyB,C and D.

Battalion: A full strength battalion would consist of approximately 1,000 men divided into
four companies. A battaliowould be attached ta regiment. Ireland had eight regiments at
the start of the waBefore the first World War most regiments would have two battalions,
the £'and 2% The £'battalions of the Royal Munster, Dublin and Inniskilling Fusiliers were
regular service battalienin the British Army before war broke outhose with numbers

hi gher than 2 were raised from either the
Brigade: A brigade consisted of four battalions. Each division had three brigades which were
numbered in coreutive order. Hence the "LQlrish) Division consisted of the 8031 and

32" brigades of the Britisarmy.

Division: A division consisted of 12 battalions, 12,000 men in total with support from
artillery, logistics and transport, making approxinhate7,000 men in total.

Corps: Corps consisted usually of at least three divisions and were given Roman numerals.
The five divisions which laret at Suvla Bay were calléd Corps.

Hence the Posh Pals were D company of theattalion of the Royal Dubi Fusiliers. The
7/Royal Dublin Fusiliers was part of the"1(Irish) Division which in turn was part of the 1X
Corps of the Britislarmy.
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Au s t murdeted heir

AOne day the great Eur opean Walish thmg inlthe c o me
Bal kanso Otto von Bismarck (1888).

Few knew it at the time but the assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo

on June 28, 1914, resulted invhat was thetthe most destructive war in history and altered

the course of thed" Century.

Thef rst Worl d cvdaramvas tireomid whi ch al l ot her
historian Fritz Stern. The rise of the Nazise Bolshevik Revolution, thecond World War,

the Cold War, the brealp of the old Yugoslaviaandevend ay 6 s t umul t i n t h
all have their origins irthe conflict which broke oun 1914, a little oved 00 years ago.

Ferdinand and hisvi f e wer e kil l ed by an -yeasokl Bassannodos b
Serbian nationalist named Gavrilo Pripci Serbia had won its independence from the
Ottoman Empire in 1877, but many Serbs lived outside its borders, principally in Bosnia
Herzegovina.

Nationalist dreams of a greater Serbia were thwarted when Addtuiggary annexed
BosniaHerzegovina in 1908. Wring the Balkan Wars of 1911913 Serbia successfully

drove the Ottoman Empire out of modelay Macedonia and Kosovo, but Serbians also

wanted Bosnia whichad a substantiadthnicSerbian population.

Princip and his fellow assassins were armed and &dihy elements within the Serbian

military. The Austrians blamed Serbia for the assassinats@tting in train a series of

alliances whichdeveloped, exactly a calendar month laietp world war and the tearing

apart of a continenthat had been at pea for most of the previous 100 years.

The Irish Times report of the following day does not underplay the gravity of the
assassination, but few at the time believed its consequences would lead to a global conflict.

The Irish Times, June 29th, 1914
We haveto record today with profound regret and horror another tale of blood in the annals
of the ill-fated House of Hapsburg.
The head of the assassin has suddenly removed from the European stage one of the most

striking of its Royal personalities.



Yesterday te Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the throne of Austuagary, and his

wife, the Duchess of Hohenberg, who had been attending the manoeuvres in- Bosnia
Herzegovina, were shot and mortally wounded while driving through the streets of Sarajevo.
Both diedalmost immediately.

Their murder seems to have been the result of a-plalined conspiracy, determinedly
carried into execution.

Earlier in the day a bomb was thrown at them, but they escaped unscathed, though several
people were seriously injured; andistreported that a second bomb was found which was
evidently intended for use if the plans of the successful murderer had miscarried.

There is no reason to doubt that the motive of this foul crime was political. The Dual
Monarchy, that incongruous congesi of nations, is honeycombed with disaffection and
intrigue; and there is a certain sinister significance in the murder of the Archduke in-Bosnia
Herzegovina, two provinces with the annexation of which his name will always be
associated.

Violence has doggf the footsteps of the members of the Royal House of Addtimgary.

The Emperoros wife, the Empress EIlizabeth,
Crown Prince Rudolph was found dead in his shooting box in circumstances which furnished
a mysteious problem that is still unsolved.

The death of the Archduke Francis Ferdinand settles one riddle of European politics only to
call another into being. The question of what would happen when he succeeded the Emperor
Francis Joseph, who is how 84 yeafsage, on the throne of the Dual Monarchies was one
that that had haunted the thoughts of the chancellories of Europe more and more urgently. It
has freely prophesied that the unstable bonds of the Empire, held together only by the
influence of the presemmperor would snap at his death and the succession of the Archduke
Ferdinand.

We can only hope that the Emperor will be able to surmount these difficulties but the

immediate outlook for his Empire is confused and dark.



Europebds peace mdRule teayee d; l ri sh |

The assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand sundered the fragile peace in Europe

and precipitated the first general war on the continent for a century.

The peace in Europe had been maintained by a series of alliances which woukitalti

lead to war: Britain, France and Russia on one side, Germany and hertladyAustre

Hungatian Empiretogether with the Ottoman Empiray another.

It took 37 days from the assassination to all out war in Europe. Atldtriegary issued an

ultimatumn to Serbia and threatened invasion. Germany gave Addtiangar y a fibl &
chequeo to do as she saw fit with Serbia. R
promising to protect Serbia against foreign attack.

The Kaiser expl aitwmeendAustridH8ngaryuahddRussia be aimavoidable,
AustriazHungary can rest assured that Germany, your old faithful ally, will stand at your
side. o

Both AustriaHungary and Germany made a fatal miscalculation. Audthiemgary declared

war on Serbia on July8'. Russia ordered a partial mobilisation in response.

Germany declared war on Russiaon Augist1 Thi's in turn dragged F
into the conflict.

Britain did not have a formal treaty with France or Russia but when Germany invaded
neutral Belgium on August'in order to attack France, the British felt obliged by the terms

of a 75yearold treaty to defend BelgiunThus, @ 11pm on August™ 1914, the United

Kingdom, which included Ireland, declared war on Germany.

While all this was goig on, the British Government was distracted by the worsening
situation in Ireland.

The Home Rule Bill, which was passed in 1%I® aimed to give a measure of self
government to the island of Ireland as a single ,unds due to come into force in 1914. In

May 1914 it passed all stages of parliamentondonand needed only the
but the measurevas foundering on the determination of Ulster Protestants to resist Home

Rule.

In April, the Ulster Volunteer Forcewhich was determined to defenck tetatus quo and

resist Home Rulesmuggled 25,000 guns and three millimunds of ammunition into the

port of Larnein Co Antrim In July and Augustthe nationalist Irish Volunteers landed a

cargo of weapons and ammunitjdmought in Germanyat Howthin Dublin and Kilcoole in



Wicklow There were now two armed militias in Ireland with opposing views about the future

of the country.

While the AJuly <crisiso, as the abesamssi nat
known was convulsing the capitals Burope,B r i t lkingriGéosge V called a conference

at Buckingham Palace in an attempt to resolve the differences between unionists and
nationalists. The talks broke up without agreement.

Feelings were stil!] runni ng Wallgnmssacre oflJulye | a nd
27" when troops from the King's Own Scottish Borderers, who had been sent to intercept the
arms from Howth, fired on a crowd of civilians in Dublin killing three. @eatls provoked

outrage but attention moved elsewhere as theilpiigsof a European war drew ever closer.

On August 8, John Redmondeader of the Irish Parliamentary Partin the House of
Commonsmade a speectineret el | i ng the British Government
every one of their troops from Ireladdf it needed them elsewhere

Al say that the coast of Ireland will be defended from foreign invasion by her armed sons,

he t ol dndfdmRlss,purgose armed nationalist Catholics in the South will be only too

glad to join arms with the armed Protestdht st er man i n the North.oOo

The Irish Times, August 8", 1914
The <call to arms has come. At el even o006cl o
Germany. We are glad that the formal declaration has come from our own Government and
not from the enemies whforces this quarrel upon us. This is the fitting answer to a direct
challenge.
The whole nation will welcome the ending of suspense. That the breaking point was very
nearly reached was evident from Mr Asquitho
yederday afternoon.
We believe that the people of these kingdoms are today more cheerful than they have been at
any time since the war cloud began to gather over Europe.
The period of suspense and uncertainty is ended. In Ireland today the national $epbhg i
merely one of courage and confidence. Faced with terrible and urgent danger though we be,
our hearts find room for thankfulnesgven for exultation.
Il n this hour of trial, the Ilrish nation has
ranged themselves together against the invader of their common liberties.
A few weeks ago it used to be said by despairing English politicians that Ireland was two

armed camps. Today she is one armed camp and its menace is directed against a foreign foe.



MrRedmondbés speech is receiving from Irish U
claimed and predicted for it yesterday. It gives to Southern Unionists, in particular, the boon
which was hitherto denied to thein the opportunity of asserting their raatality, of

rendering personal service to the motherland.

The Nationalist army has hastened to endor s:c¢
but eager, to unite wit Hhefdidkest er 6s army for p
We do not pretend that the politicalegtion of Home Rule is affected by this splendid act of

union, but Sir Edward Carson and Mr Redmond have done a noble work for Ireland. They

have achieved the beginning of national reconciliation; they have opened a great door.



Br i t armynt@be in@eased to by half a million

The British army was pitifully small for the war that was coming. Kaiser Wilhelm II
described it as a Acontempti bl e a&sirankahde ar my
file soldiers were knowrnveterans of the regular aynwoul d cal | themsel v
Contemptibl eso.

The British armyconsisted of less than 250,000 fiihe t r oo p s, most garris
colonies, and some 400,000 reservists at various stages of readiness and training. By
contrast France could molske 1.65 million men and Germany 1.85 million men at the
outbreak of warBoth countries had conscription.

In August 8 1914, Lord Kitchener, who was born in Ballylongford, Co Kerry, vapgointed
Britainds Secr et ataskedwith reSriing tirearmy ofr500,000 menaa d

fight theimminent conflictThesesoldierswoul d become known as Kitch
Part of that armywould be the 10 (Irish) Division, created on August 211914, led by Irish

born officers and, following training throligut the winter of 1914/191%he first division

raised in Ireland to take to the battlefield when it was deployed at Gallipoli

The I rish Times quoted extensively from the
to the House of Commons announaimgbehalf of Lord Kitchener a dramatic increase in the

size of the army.

In it, Asquith refers to the sedfoverning Dominions who have agreed to support Britain
Aspontaneously and unaskedo. These include
destined tsend their men to Gallipoli.

The Irish Times, August 7", 1914
Asquith: I am asking on his behalf for the Army, power to increase the number of men of all
ranks, in addition to the number already voted, by no less than 500,000.
| am certain the Committeeilnot refuse its sanction, for we are encouraged to ask for it not
only by our own sense of the gravity and the necessities of the case, but by the knowledge
that India is prepared to send us certainly two divisions, and that every one of eur self
governng Dominions, spontaneously and unasked, has already tendered to the utmost limits
of their possibilities, both in men and in money, every help they can afford to the Empire in a
moment of need.
Sir, the Mother Country must set the example, while sheonrelsp with gratitude and
affection to those filial overtures from the outlying members of her family.



Recruiting into the 10"

In 1914, he Irish Rugby Football Union (IRFU) was an overwhelmingly Protestant
dominated sporting organisatipnthough it also #racted middleclass Catholics. Its
president was Fraris Browning, a staunch Dublinntonist and former Ireland cricket
international, who saw the IRFU as a potential recruitagentto create an officer corps for
Kitchenerds new ar my.

Browning was kikd during Easter Week 1916 while on duty with the Georgius Rex
otherwise known as the Volunteer Training Compdorm of thehome guardHis platoon
was ambushed by Volunteers Michael Malone and Seamus Grace who had takh over
Northumberland Road, Dilib during the Battle of Mount Street Bridge.

In seeking recruits, Browning turned fde Irish Times, to get word out. In due course,
volunteers who responded to Br §batdliongfdre cal |
Royal Dublin Fusiliers which iturn was part of the 0(Irish) Division and were known as

the Lansdowne Pals

The Irish Times, August 7th, 1914.
Sir, The committee of this union will hold a meeting on Friday the7onsider what steps
it should take to aid the Government in theetheke of the country should the necessity arise.
In the meantime, | would ask the secretaries of all rugby clubs to furnish to me at this
address, with as little delay as possible, information as to the number of the members willing
to join in the movemerdnd such other matter as they may consider necessary. We hope to
have a meeting of secretaries in a few days.
Yours etc
F.H Browning
President,

Irish Rugby Football Union.



Obscurities of War

Like all newspapers at the time, The Irish Times was sutgjdbestrictures of theDefence

of the Realm Act (DORAghich gave the British government extensive powers to requisition
buildings and supplies in support of the war effort, create offenses by decree and other
authoritarian measures, including exteresigcensorship. The newspaper became, like all
others,heavily dependerior informationontheg o ver n me nt dPsessWareau. Of f i c e
It was clear from the beginning of the war that the full story was not being told and the scale

of Allied setbacks in the g weeks was being concealed from the public.

By the time of this dispatch the early days of the confljghe Alliesin Belgiumwere in full

scale retreat from a rampant German army which very nearly won the war inOtloeys
timescale as envisagedtime Schlieffen Plana 1905 German military strategy under which

France would be defeated by being attacked through Belgium

The Irish Times, August 28", 1914
We are forced today to enter a protest against the methods of the Press Bureau. There is good
reason to believe that the German advance has penetrated more deeply into France that the
public has been authoritively informed.
If there is bad news, the public ought to have it. Nothing is to be gained by subjecting people
to unnecessary anxiety.
Webag our compl aint against the Press Bureau
of Commons yesterday of the principle on which that institution gives out information. The
principal is that all information is given which can be given without injury # ghblic
interesti that is without giving enlightenment to the enemy.
The enemy obviously know their own dispositions. We are content to be without news of the
counterdisposition of the Allied forces but we may surely be told as much as the enemy
know ateady.
We cannot disguise from ourselves the fact that the situation may be more serious that than
the Press Bureau allows us to know. While we must keep the possibility that this is the case
steadily in view, it should be remembered on the other hanadvéh&ahow nothing about the
strategy of the Allies commanders at this stages. The Germans advance has certain obvious
dangers.
Their lines of communications are steadily lengthening. The Belgian Army, to the gallantry
of which Mr Asquith paid an eloquentdudeserved tribute in moving the address yesterday,



is making splendid sallies out of Antwerp. Nevertheless the situation generally is a
disappointing one in which the only absolutely satisfactory feature is the successful progress

of the resumed Frenchfehsive in Lorraine.



Rugby Union Volunteersi Inspection at Lansdowne Road

In late August 1914 Kitchener announced th8 @ifish) Division would be formed under the

command of General Sir Bryan Mahon who was originally from Co Galwaywasia

veteranof the Second Boer War.

Within days of the declaration of war, the IRFU set up plans for a volunteer corps. By the end

of August 1914, hundreds had joined up. Many of these men would becooe¢ctrated

APosh pal so or the AP llasgroags in Gthel regimerds, deté of mi r |
friends, or pals, based on commonality of geography or social origin.

Many of the Lansdowne Paklsssembled on this pitcwpuld be dead within a year.

The Irish Times, September 1, 1914
The Irish Rugby Union volueer corps was inspected last evening by General Sir Bryan
Mahon KCVO. Although the corps is only a week in existence, the members have made such
progress under their drilhstructors as to show that these sportiotunteers when fully
trained will be arong the smartest of their kind.
They drill each evening on the football ground at Lansdowne Road where they have often
been engaged in the stern contests of peace.
About 250 of them paraded at a quarter past five last evening and were drilled for half an
hour pending the arrival of the inspecting officer.
The corps was divided into four companies. These were first drilled independently and then
executed their movements with precision notable for men who had been only a week under
training.
When Sir Bryan Mhon came on the ground the companies went into battalion formation and
the corps was inspecteby him. Having completed hiound of the lines, the General
addressed to the volunteers a few words of commendation and encouragement.
He expressed his pleasuat being there and praised the work which they had done during the
past week. He was afterwards heartily cheered by the volunteers. The drilling and inspection
was watched by a number of friends of the sports men.
It should be noted that membership of tRugby Union Volunteer Corps is not confined to
rugby footballers. They will be glad to welcome to their ranks members of other sporting

clubs who desire to take part in defending the country if the necessity should arise.



Ireland and the new army
Poor response from Midlands and South

Lord Kitchenero6s Disappoi nt me

The response t&Ki t chener 6s cal | for a new army was
Recruitment was brisk in urban areas, particularly in Dublin and Belfast, but less so in the
countryside. Tis was a pattern throughout the UK and Irelandyeneral,as those living in

rural areas were reluctant to leave their farmsspecially as the outbreak of the war
coincided with the harvest.

The Irish Times, September 10th, 1914
We understand that LorHitchener, an Irishman himself, is greatly disappointed with the
poor response from the midlands and south of Ireland to his appeal for men to make up his
new army.
The 10" Division, the only one sought from Ireland for his first 100,000 méht¢713"
divisions) was intended to be a purely Irish division.
It is highly probable that, if the establishment is not completed by Irishmen within the next
fortnight, its strength will have to be raised to the required level by bringing recruits from
England whez men are still coming forward to enlist in such large numbers that the
recruiting officers are overworked in dealing with applications.
Every effort is being made to secure the purely Irish institution of tReDi@sion which is
to be commanded by LigenantGeneral Bryan T Mahon C.B D.S.O who relieved Mafeking.
The division is to be 18,000 to 20,000 strong and so far is only half filled.



Turkish Act of War

Russian Town Bombarded

In the run up tahe war, the Ottoman Empire was neutrd&ut two days bfore the conflict

broke out,it and Germany signed a secret alliancewhichthe Turksundertooknot to side

with the Allies.

Germany and the Ottomans were already close: in 191Geaman military mission to

Turkey sought to reorganise the Ottoman armgnd navy under German guidance.

Ge r ma @endrasOtto Liman Vo SanderdecameBer | i n6s chi etbthemi | i t a
OttomansThis was to have serious implications for the Allies when it came to the invasion of
Gallipoli, whose defences von Sanders éelprganise along with a rising Ottoman army

officer, Mustafa Kemal, the front line commander on the peninsula.

Turkish public opinion was enragedh e n, on t he order s oFirstWi nst o
Lord of the Admiraltytwo Turkish battleships inrBish shipyards, theSultanOsman land
theReshadiehwere requisitionedior the Royal Navyat the start of thewar.

In response the Germansoffered Turkey two of their battleships,the Goebenand the

Breslau The pair had managedto outrun a superior force of pursuingBritish and French

shipsto reachConstantinoplevheretheywererenamedandreflagged.

The Turkish leadershipbelievedthat siding with the Germanswould help their long-term
strategicgoal of seizingethnicTurkishlandsbackfrom their mortal enemiesthe Russians.

On October29th, the Turkishfinally enteredthe war whenthey bombardedRussianBlack

Seaports. Threedayslater Russiadeclaredwar and Britain followedon Novembei5th. The

Allies, concentrating hitherto on events on theestérn Front in nortkeast France and

Belgium,nowhadanotherfront and enemyto contendwith.

The Irish Times, October 30th, 1914
A telegramfrom Theodosia[Crimea] announceghat a Turkish cruiserwith three funnels
bombardedthe railway station and town for an hour this morning between 9.30aamd
10.3Gam.
The cathedral,a Greekchurch,the harboursheds,and the breakwaterwere damagedOne
soldier was wounded. The RussianBank of Commercewas set on fire. The cruiser

disappeareth asauth-westerly diection at 10.30am.



The Turkish cruiser Hamidieh appearedoff Novo Rossiisk[now Novorossiyskthe main
Russianport on the Black Sed today and demandedthe surrenderof the town and
Governmenproperty,threateningin caseof refusal,to bombardthetown.

Theofficials of the Turkish Consulateveretakenoff andthe cruiserthendisappeared.
Turkeyhasbegunhostilitiesand,in a mannerworth of her Teutonicmentor,by bombarding
peacefukeacoasttowns.

As soon as it becameknown here that Turkey had opened hostilities against Russia,
demonstrationsvere madein front of the British and Frenchembassiesndlegationsof the
Allies andthe variousrepresentativesf thesepowersappearedn the balconiesand made

speecheo the crowds.



Countdown to Galipoli

Theentryinto thewar of the OttomanEmpirepresentedhe Allies with a newopportunity.In

early January 1915, the Russiangequestedhelp from France and Britain. The Turks had
bottledup their shipsin the Black Sea.

Winston Churchill believed hat an attacking fleet could force its way through the
Dardanelles Saits, the narrow and strategically vital waterway connecting the
Mediterranean to thé&seaof Marmara, and hence open a routthe Black Sea This would

allow British and Frenchbattleshigs throughto Constantinopleas Istanbul was then known

By bombardingthe Ottomancapital, Churchill believedhe could force the OttomanEmpire

out of thewar. Thatin turn would opena searoute for Franceand Britain to supplyRussia

with weaponsandfor Russiato supplythe Allies with grain.

On January13", 1915, the British took the fateful decisionto try and force the Dardanelles

On either side of the straits, the western side which was the Gallipoli peninsula, and the
eastern side which was thédmown as Asia Minor, shore batteries guarded passage,
especially at the narrows, a stretbly Canakkale the main city on the Asia Minor side that

was about only a kilometre wide.

The BritiskFrench fleet decided to try to knock out the batteries and badembardment

on February 19", 1915. Thelrish Timesreport exhibitedthe samefatal complacencyvhich

would characterisethe whole Gallipoli campaign At the time the Ottoman Empire was
known was the fsick man of E ugritogheically divesea us e o
people. The consensus in Europe was that it was on the verge of disintegrating.

The Irish Times, February 21st, 1915
It must beenrathera shockto the GermanAdmiralty to find that GreatBritain had ships
enoughto sparefrom the GrandFleetfor the bombardmenof the Dardanelles.
Thefleetengageds a strongoneand,thoughthetaskis difficult, it hasdonenotablework.
From early morning until the light failed the firing continuedand the fight was resumed
today.Seaplaneand aeroplanesrelendingtheir aid to the attackon the Sick Man of Europe
andit is possiblethatthe newstomorrowmaybevery good.
It canscarcelybe expectedhowever thatthe fleetwill win its wayto Constantinoplet once
for aminefield hasto be consideredn additionto otherlinesof forts anddefences.
It will neverthelesgive the Turksreasorto think overtheir positionandperhapsrousethem
to rebelagainsthe Germandomination.



The Irish Times, March 1st, 1915
Theattackby the Allied Fleetonthe Dardanelless developingsuccessfullyandmorerapidly
thanwasto beanticipated.
Very rapid progresscannotbe expectedn an operationof this formidable characterwhich
demandsaboveall things,cautionandpatience.
In thefirst place conditionsof wind andweatheraveto betakeninto accountlt is essential
to successat the long rangesat which the greaterpart of the bombardments being carried
outthattheatmosphershouldbe perfectlyclear.
Bad weather,moreover,interfereswith the work of the seaplanesyhich hasmuchto sayto
theaccuracyof thegunnery.
The action has alreadyhad to be suspendedor the better part of a week on accountof
unfavourablewveatherconditions.In the next place,the fleet is only now beginnirg to getto
grips with the more seriouspart of its undertaking.So far the attackingsquadronsiavehad
openwaterin whichto manoeuvre.
The forcing of the channelitself cannotbe otherthana laboriousanddelicateoperation,and
we may be surethat Admiral [Sackville] Cardanfcommandein-chief of navalforcesduring
the Dardanellesampaignjwill take "festinalente” [makehasteslowly] ashis maxim when
his shipsenterthe narrowwaters.
The operationgpreliminaryto the forcing of the Straitsmay now be regardedas completed.
Thefour principalforts guardingthe entranceo the Straitshaveall beenfinally reduced.
Whenthe attackwasresumedast Thursday,it wassoonfound thatthe bombardmenof the
previousFriday had beenone of considerableffect, for the Admiralty's reporttells us that
thereturnfire wasvery slow andinaccurate.
Onelucky shot,however hit the Agamemnoykilling threemenandseriouslywoundingfive.
The QueenElizabeth Agamemnonlrresistible and Gauloisrespectivelydealt at long range
with the four forts, which wereleft in no conditionto offer effective resistancevhen other
shipsclosedto completetheir reduction.
Beforedark the four forts wereout of actionandthe taskof sweepinghe channelfor mines
wasimmediatelybegun.
On the next day the Straits were swept up to four miles from the entrance,and three
battleshipsproceedingto the limit of the sweptarea,beganan attackon one of the inner
forts. They alsoturnedtheir attentionagainto the outer forts, which were evacuatedy the

Turksandafterwardsdemolishedy landingparties.



A remarkabléeatureof the operationds the inclusionin Admiral Carden'ssquadronwhich

otherwiseconsistsentirely of pre-Dreadnoughships,of the QueenElizabeth.This vesselthe
first of a classof five to be commissionedis the latestadditionto our battlefleet, andis in

everyrespecthe mostpowerful battleshipafloat.

Her employmentat the Dardanellesjnsteadof in the main strategicarea,seemsto require
same explanationOne possibleexplanations that her voyageto the Mediterranearis in the
natureofafit rtirdalp o .

A more probableexplanation,we think, is to be found in the extremelylong range and
terribly destructivecapacityof the 15-inch gunswith which sheis armed.We gatherfrom the
courseof Friday'soperationghatthe work of sweepinghe Straitsof mines,thoughtedious,
doesnot promiseto be of greatdifficulty.

But, when they approachthe Narrows at a point wherethe Straitsare lessthan a mile in

width, the attackingshipswill haveto dealwith forts which cannotbe so easilyreducedas
thoseatthe entrance.

Theseforts are, on the Europeanshore, situatedon high cliffs, and here, doubtless,are
mountedthe heaviestgunsthat the Turks possessGunsof high-anglefire concealedehind
the cliffs could drop heavy projectileswith deadlyeffect on the weakestspot of attacking
shipstheirdecks.

Againstgunson suchdominatingheights,moreover,it would be extremelydifficult for the
navalguns,owingto their flat trajectory,to makegoodpracticefrom insidethe Straits.

It may be possible,however, for theseforts to be taken in reverseacrossthe Gallipoli

Peninsuldrom the Gulf of Saros.

If anygunsarecapableof doingthis, those gunsarethe 15-inch gunsof the QueenElizabeth

We may be sure,at least,thatshewill notbe employeduponanyhazardougnterprisen the
Straitsthemselvesandthat the Admiralty, in including herin Admiral Carden'scommand,
hasavery definite objectin view.

It shouldnot be forgottenthat Russiahasa more permaneninterestin Constantinopleéhan
the otherAllies, andwe may be surethatshewill takea handin the measuresor its seizure.

Russiacommandshe Black Seaandhasplentyof troops availableat Odessa.



The Dardanelles

The early optimismthat the Allies could makea breakthroughsolely using naval power
provedto betragically incorrct

The Turks, with the aid of the Germans,provedto be redoubtablefighters. The strain of
commau showedon the commanderof the Allied fleet, Admiral Sir Sackville Hamilton
Carden who was born in Templare, Co Tipperary.He hada nervousbreakdowrand was
replacedby anotherlrishman,Admiral Johnde Robeckvho wasrom Naas,Co Kildare.

The shorkne batteries, plus mines threaded across the narrows making them impassable,
saw several Allied ships sunk, inflicting an actual and a psychological blow to the British and
French.

A last attemptwas madeto force the straits on March 18", 1915.A combhedAllied fleet of

18 battleshipswas assembledThe plan wasfor minesweepers to clear thér&ts and then

for the battleshipsto usetheir heavygunsto destroyshore batteries. The attack endedin
disaster.

Unknownto the Allies, a Turkish minelayerhad laid a string of minescloseto the shore
whereAllied shipswereknownto manoeuvreThreebattleshipswveresunkand severalmore
crippled. It provedto be the endfor all attempts to force the Dardanellegr&ts solely by
navalpower.

This report in The Irish Timeswould comeas a shockto thosewho presumedthat the

operationwasgoingwell.

The Irish Times, March 20th, 1915
The Admiralty report on the Dardanellesoperationswhich we publish today sufficiently
explainsthe silenceof the last ten days. Thoseten days have beenoccupiedwith mine-
sweepingwork inside the Straits preparatoryto a generalattack by the British and French
Fleetson theforts of the Narrows,whichwasbegunon Thursday.
The mine-sweepingwork hasproveda somewhatostly businessandthe generalattackhas
provedstill more costly. Two British battleshipsthe Irresistible and Ocean and a French
battleshipthe Bouvef havebeensunkby contactwith drifting mines.
These are the most serious naval lossesthat the Allies have yet suffered, but it was
recognisedhat the task of forcing the Straits must becomeincreasinglydangerousand it
would be surprisingif no sacrificeshad to be demanded,n view of the nature of the

operations.



No fewer than sixteenheavy shipsin all were engagedn the generalattack. The Queen
Elizabeth Inflexible Agamemnonand Lord Nelsorbombardedthe Narrows forts with

indirectfire from their former stationsbeyondthe Gallipoli PeninsulaMeanwhilethe French
squadrorof four ships,with the TriumphandPrince George,operatedat closerangeinside
the Straits,beingrelievedin the afternoonby six British battleships.

The Irresistible and Ocean which were comprisedin this relief, were struck by mines
drifting with thecurrert and sankwvithin two hoursof eachother.

Both were pre-Dreadnoughships, more than ten yearsold, which before thoseoperations
might have beendescribedas of little fighting value. They cannotbe so describednow,

because¢heyhavedoneexcellentservicein the Dardanellesandtheirlossis a seriousmatter.

It is very satisfactoryto learn, however,that almostthe whole of the crewswere rescued,
under a hot fire. The Bouvef to whose work wh the rest of the French squadrtme
Admiralty paysawarmtribute,wasnot sofortunate.

An internalexplosionfollowed uponthe mine explosion,andshesankwith almostall hands.
In additionto theselossesby mines,the Gaulois was damagedoy gunfire, and the battle

cruiserinflexible hit in herfore control,alsonealsrepairs.

We arenot yetin a positionto estimatevhethertheresultsachievedverecommensuratwith

theselosses.The Admiralty was evidently preparedor losses for it tells us thatthe Queen
andImplacableil d e s p droncEmgtaddto replaces h i gasuatiesn anticipationof this

0 p e r adreidweoda@rrive immediately,thus bringing the British Fleet up to its original

strength.

The chief commandof that Fleet,owing to theillnessof Vice-Admiral Carden,of which we

regretto learn,haspasgdto another Irish sailor Re#@&dmiral de Robeck,who seemdo be
anefficientsuccessor.

Certainlyno blameattachedo him for the lossesncurredfor, thoughthe dangerfrom mines
setadrift with the currentafter the regularminefieldshad beensweptwas foreseenit could
not be avoided.Only actualexperiencecanafford a guidefor dealingwith adangemwhich, as

the Admiralty says,ii w irdguirespecialt r e at ment 0.



The land war in Gallipoli

In March 1915 Lord Kitchener agreed reluctantly to a proposal to put together an
expeditionaryforce for the Mediterranearwhichwould be usedin the eventof a navalfailure
at the Dardanelles Kitchenerneedeceverysoldier for the WesternFront, but wasforcedby
his political mastergo acquiescen puttingtogethera potentialinvasionforce.

When war broke out, many of the regular service battalions of the British army were
scatteredacrossthe Empire. They were brought back to Britain for the duration of the
conflictandthreedivisionswereformedfrom them, the 27", 28" and 29" Divisions.

Threeof the battalionsin the 29" Division were Irish, the 1%t battalion of the Royal Dublin
Fusiliers, the 1°" battalion of the Royal Munster Fusiliers and the 1% battalion of the
Inniskilling Fusiliers.In March 1915, tedivisionleft the Bristol docks aAvonmouthbound
for Egyptfor training in readines$or an amphibioudandingin Gallipoli.

The29" Division wasjoined by two divisionsfrom the untestedAustralianand NewZealand
Army Corps (Anzacs),who had beentraining already in Egypt, and by a Royal Naval
Division anda Frenchcolonial divisioni 70,000menin total.

They were commanded by General Sir lan Hamilton, anesplected veteran soldier of the
British Army.

Sucha large amphibiouslanding unde modernbattle conditionshad never before been

attempted.

The Irish Times, April 22nd 1915
Mr. W. T. Masseythe Daily Telegraphcorrespondenin the EasternMediteranean writing
onApril 7, says Gener asMeSiterranemaxpeditidrmaryHorceis oomplete.
How largeit is andwhatunits arewith it arenot matterswith which the generalpublic may
concerrthemselves.
While theremay be heavywork in front of Sir lanH a mi | arroynthée British public may
be satisfiedthatthe Allied troops arecapableof greatthings.
Capablemostassuredlytheyare.It mayappearan exaggeratiorio sayso, but the very finest
battalions of the British amy are here,highly trainedunits which havenot yet sufferedthe
wastageof war andfull of menwho, while regrettingthattheir appearancen thewar areahas
beensolong delayed havespenttheir time in the mostseriousendeavouto makethemselves
perfectsoldiers.Battalionsof the most famousregimentsof the line, hardenedby foreign

service alrealy pastmastersn theart of war whenhostilitiesbeganarehere.



The first landings

The view seen from the bridge of the SS River Clyde with V Beach and the fortress at Sedd el
Bahr in the background. Many of the men lying on the deck are deagi@dn



Theinvasionof Gallipoli wentaheadin the early morningof April 25", 1915.

The plan was for the British 29" Division to land at Cape Hellesthe tip of the Gallipoli
peninsula, home to an ancient fort and village named Seddul BaeAnzas wereto land

on a beach west of the Cape and mndy up the western side of the peninstilegetherthe
British andthe Anzacswouldland and overrun the peninsula, moving east across it, thereby
attacking from the rear the shore batteries that overldake Dardanelles. Knocking them
out would make for safe passage through the narrows.

The29" Division landedat five beache®n the southerntip of the peninsulaat CapeHelles.
Thelandingsat three of the beachesknownas S, X and Y beacheswere ungpposed At W
Beachthe LancashireFusiliers fought off a determineddefensivestand, but at V Beach
beneath Seddul Bakvherethelrish landed theresultswerea bloodycatastrophe.
TheRoyalMunsterFusiliers,a companyof the RoyalDublin Fusiliersand a companyof the
RoyalHampshireRegimentsome2,100menin all, wereon boarda converteccollier, the SS
River Clyde.It wasplannedto beachthe River Clydeand allow the mento exit throughsally
ports cut out of the sideof the ship.

Unfortunately,the ship ran aground at one end of the beach, so®@ yards out from the
shore,and a pontoonof lighters (comparatively small landing craft)ad to be tied together

to create a walkwayallowing troopsaccesgshebeach.

This madethe meneasytargetsfor the Turkishgunnersmanning the high ground behind the
beach and the cliff tops beside it as well as the ancient fort. As they landed, rifle and
machinegun fire rained down on the soldiers, turning the sea white from the spattering
bulletsi and red from tk blood of the dead and wounded, according to eyewitness accounts.
At the other end of the beach,three companiesof the Royal Dublin Fusiliers were towed
closeto the shorein a pinnace(a type of small steamboat) and four cutters.The menwere
thenexpetedto maketheir wayashoreby rowing therestof the distance.

When they got within 20 yards of the shoreline, the Turkish gunnersopenedup. One

Mu n s toificerCaptainGuy Nightingalewitnessedhe slaughterfrom the bow of the River
Clyde.

A A shebeachediwo (sic) companiesf the Dublinsin Towscameup on the port sideand

were metwith a terrific rifle and machinegun fire. Theywereliterally slaughteredike rats

in a trap. Many mensankowing to the weight of their equipmentand were drowned The
carnageon 'V' Beachwaschilling, deadandwoundeday at thew a t esdgétisted crimson

fromtheir blood.



A Af beimgsetadrift by their steampinnacegsmall steampoweredboats),the boatshadto

row thelast few hundredyardsto the shore.The Turkswaiteduntil the mentossedheir oars
andwerewithin 20 yardsof the shoreandsweptthemwithf i r e . 0

He later wrote in his diary thatin just one 15 minute long spell of landingise Dublins lost

21 officersand 560 menkilled or wounded.

Westand north around the Cape and furthgp the coast the Anzacdandedtwo kilometres
north of their intendedtarget. Insteadof landing at the broad expanseof beachat Gaba
Tepe theydrifted still further north to a smallbeachwhere they landed anahich thereatfter,
becameknown as AnzacCove. They faced a steep and deeply gullied escarpment which,
silhouetted against the dawn sunlight, reminded them of sights seen in Egypt. One protrusion
they named The Sphinx.

Elsewherdo the east of Cape Hellethe Frenchmadea successfutliversionarylanding at

Kum Kale on the Asiatic side of the Straitsand the Royal Naval Division landedunopposed

at Bulair in theverynorthernpart of the Gallipoli peninsulabutthistoo wasa diversion.

At first the War Office playeddownthe disasterof the April landingsbut asthe dayspassed
thenewsreaching the outside worlglot steadilyworse.

The Irish Times, April 27th, 1915
The War Office andthe Admiralty makethefollowing announcement:
Thegenerakttackonthe Dardanelledy thefleetandthearmywasresumed/esterday.
The disembarkatiorof the army, coveredby the fleet, beganbeforesunriseat variouspoints
on the Gallipoli Peninsulaand in spite of seriousoppositionfrom the enemyin strong
entrenchmentbehind barbedwire was completelysuccessful. Before nightfall large forces

wereestablishedn shore.Theadvancecontinues.

The Irish Times, April 28th, 1915
The War Office and Admiralty make the following announcementAfter a d a y harsl
fighting in difficult country,the troopslandedon the Gallipoli Peninsulahoroughlymaking
goodtheirfooting with the effectivehelp of the navy.
TheFrenchhavetaken500 prisonersThefollowing telegramhasbeenofficially publishedn
Cairo.i T hAlied forces,under Sir lan Hamilton, haveaffecteda landingon both sidesof
the Dardanellesunderexcellentconditions.Many prisonerswere taken,and our forcesare

continuingtheadvance. 0



French report (Press Association War Special)
An official note issued tonlg says: In the landing effected on April 25th by the Allied forces
on both shores of the Dardanelles, the French troops, comprising infantry and artillery, were
especially designated to operate at Kum Kale on the Asiatic coast. This task was
accomplishedvith entire success.
With the support of the guns of the French fleet, and under the enemy's fire, our troops
succeeded in occupying the village and, in holding their ground there, notwithstanding seven
counterattacks, covered by heavy artillery, whichendelivered by the enemy during the
night, we took five hundred prisoners, and the enemy losses seem to be high. The general

disembarkation of the Allied forces continues under excellent conditions.



An lrish tragedy

The carnage at Seddul Bahr brought tinegedy of Gallipoli directly to many homes in
Ireland, in particular home in Dublin and Munstérhe Irish Timeswasnot happywith the
official briefings from the War Office and early optimism has given away to a senseof
foreboding.

The Irish Times, May 1st, 1915
We areleft to piercethe veil of anonymitywith which the Governmenbbscureghe deedsof
our regimentsby referenceafterthe event,to the casualtylists. Thesearebeginningto come
from the Dardanellesandit is announcedhatour losses havebeen'necessariljneavy".
Therehavebeenat the Dardanellesighting asdesperte and deeds as famous as #mywar
hasseenputto whatregimentselongthehonour of success in this ne@ampaigrwe arenot
informed.
The official report coversthe period from the date when disembarkation beghefore
sunriselast Sundayup to Thursdaynight. The work of disembarkation wamdertakerat six
differentbeachesandatfive of them, in spite of the vigoroussistancefferedby the Turks,
strongly entrenchedin successivelines and powerfully supportedby artillery, it was
immediatelysuccessful.
Only at one,thatof Seddel-Bahrat the extremity of the Gallipoli peninsula, wereraroops
unableto gain an effectivefooting until the evening,when afine flank attackby a nameless
bodyof British infantry relievedthe pressuren their front.
Fighting to securethe foothold gainedwas heavyeverywhere put seemso havebeenmost
desperatef all at this point of Sedd &ahr.
The morning of the 26th found the Turks still holding the position,which is describedas"a
labyrinthof cavesyuins,trenchespitsande nt angl ement s 0.
This positionagainstwhich, from its nature the artillery supportof the fleet cannothavebeen
very effective,wasstormedthroughundamagedvire entanglementby frontal attack.
It is athousandpitiesthatthe War Office doesnot realisethatthe publicationof the nameof
the regimentresponsibldor this heroicepisodewould bring recruits flocking to its Gours
by thehundred.
The Australian and New Zealand troops, as we have said, get no credit for their
achievementsyhich wereonly a degreelessnotable Their task was to secure @ofingon
the heightsof SariBair, sometenmilesawayon thewestcoast of thgeninsula



After repulsingii w i finehspirit andd e t e r mistnoagiand epeateccounterattacks,the
Dominiontroopswereassailedy freshTurkishforces,supportedy a heavybombardment.
A pitched battle developedin which the enemywere finally defeatedand the Dominion
troopsresumedhe offensive.

On the Asiatic side at Kum Kale, the Frenchforces were similarly subjectedto repeated
counterattackyut maintainedall their positions.

Vice-Admiral de Robeckreportsthat the fleet is i f ad Iwith intense admiration othe
achievementsf its military c o mr aathdwelldt maybe, for amoreformidable operation
hasneverfallento thelot of a British army.

Theconcertof plansbetweerthe navalandmilitary forcesmusthavebeenwonderfully exad
which hasby no meansalwaysbeenthe casein our historyin operationsf this character.
We areinformedthatwe shallhearnothingmoreaboutthe nextphaseof the operationauntil
it is completed.

The daysof waiting for morenewswill be anxious,for we know the Turk now, if we did not
know him before,for a stubbornandnotill -equippedenemy,andthereis hardfighting ahead.
But thusfar the operationsthoughcostly, thatwasalwaysexpectedhavebeenso successful
asto justify the highesthopes of victory.



Killed in action

April 1915was a terrible monthfor Irish regiments.While the Irish regimentsin Gallipoli

werefacing catastrophiclossesthe onesengagedn the WesternFront were also suffering.

The Royal Dublin F u s i |secendmt@lion sufferedmore than a thousandcasualties

during the SeconBattle of Ypres.

One of the most high profile casualtiesof the Gallipoli campaignwas the poet Rupert

Brooke then an officer with the Royal Naval Divisidthe died two daysbeforethe invason

on his wayto Gallipoli after beingbittenby a mosquitoHe developedepsisandwasburied

on the Greekisland of Skyros.In this Irish Timesreport it statesthat he died at the
neighbouringslandof LemnosBr ook eds patr i ot is&ostfamaus poem,e mp | i
was typical of a generation who signed up to the British war effort in the early stages of the

war.

The Irish Times, May 4th, 1915
We print today a heavylist of casualtiesamongofficer, resultsof the fierce fighting round
Ypresandof the successfuinvasionof the Gallipoli Peninsula
In the latter affair it would seemthatthe first Battalionof the Dublin Fusiliersborethe brunt
of the attack.It haslost nine officers killed and eight wounded,andthe lossesamongnon
commissimedofficersandmenmusthavebeenproportionatelyheavy.
The last exploit of the famousregimentis destinel to bring mourning into manigomesin
Dublin. With proudandanxiousinterestireland will await the details aheengagement.
The Munster Fusiliers, also, have paid for their stern footing at the Helles Point (Cape
Helles). There, too, lies the first British chaplainwho has fallen in the war - a Roman
Catholicandwe may assumesafely,an Irishman. (It wasFr William Finn who wasactually
fromHull).
Everydayof war takesits awful toll onthe country'sbest and bravest lives: yountgnin the
first ardourof youthd a secondieutenantof 17, anonly sonwasin yesterday'dist, mature
soldiersandleadersof men,who havediedastheywould have choseno die, but whoseloss,
from themilitary pointof view, is irreparable.
In onerespecthe United Kingdom hassufferedlessseverely,up to the presentthanany of
her Allies or thanthe commonenemy.The war hasnot yet madeseriousinroadsinto the

scientific, literary andartisticresource®f the nationalgenius.



The systemof universalservicehassentall the professionalife of the continentof Europe
into the battlefrontand alreadythe world of intellectualprogresshasbeen strickenby the
bullet that sparesthe great discovereror inventor as little as the last recruit from the
farmyard.

Fifty nine menof letters,the hopeof literary France havebeenkilled sincethe beginningof
the war. This numberincludes CharlesPégnyalreadythe founder of a new and brilliant
schoolof poetry.

It wasstatedthreemonthsagothattwo thousandsermanudgesandlawyershadfallen since
lastAugust.

Hundredsf Frenchand Germanscholarsandmenof science have been killed aetion.One
of the first of thesewas Dr Bartheim, Pradessor Ehrlich's colleague &rankfurt and the
greatestof recentauthoritieson the organiccompoundsof arsenic.Few such nameshave
appearea@syetin the British casualtylists, but, if thewar is prolongedwe shallnot continue
to enjoythatimmunity. Our citizenarmy, now in this field or aboutto enterit, haverecruited
someof their bestsoldiersfrom our ancientandmodernuniversities.

Franceweepsfor many poetsand artists. The whole world of British literature mournsfor
RupertBrookethe mostsincereandaccomplishegboetof his generationwho hasjust died at
Lemnosasanofficer in the Royal NavalDivision.

Therewardon Earthof thosewho havefallen will be the enduringpride andgratitudeof the
menand womenwhomtheydiedto save.

So long as Ireland lasts, oblivion will not touch the Irishmenwho sleepin Flandersand

Gallipoli. RupertBrooke,who foresawhis death wrotethis:

IF I shoulddie, think only this of me;
Thatthere'ssomecornerof a foreign field

Thatis foreverEngland.Thereshall be

In thatrich eartharicher dustconcealed;

A dustwhomEnglandbore,shapedmadeaware,
Gave,once,her flowersto love,her waysto roam
A bodyof England'sbreathingEnglishair,
Washedy therivers, blestby sunsof home.



May not the stricken fathers, mothersand wives in this island today find comfort in the
thoughtthat the fate which hasbereavedhemhasenrichedthe land they love that, through
theirloss,therearecornersof foreignfieldsthatareforeverireland.



Betweenthe reports of the guns,rifles rolled and crackled in an incessant

undertone. Advancesto Achi Baba

The 29th Division eventuallygained a foothold at Cape Helles. It took huge bravery to
wrestlethe castleand village of Seddll Bahr from the Turkishdefenderavho were forced to
retreatinland.

Overthe comingweekghe little village of Krithia, six kilometresinland and in the lee of the
200 meter high hill of Achi Babayouldappearagainandagainin dispatchesFour attempts
weremadeto removethe Turkishdefendergrom it but theyfoughtwith redoubtablecourage.
Sensinghe importanceof the village which blockedaccesdo the Narrows,the War Officein
Londonsenta brigadeof Indian troopsand a few battaions from the RoyalNaval Division,

all to noavail.

Theheightsof Achi Baba,a seriesof four steepravinesprovedinsuperableo Allied troops a
major obstacleblocking theseiaire of territory overlookingthe Narrows. The British had
hoped to captue Achi Baba on the first day of operations.

After successivattemptsfailed, the Allies were faced with the samestalemateas on the
WesternFront and responded in like fashionrehcheswere dug into the hillsides of the
peninsula

At Anzac Cove, theuhtralians and New Zealandersre similarly boggeddown. Initially

the Anzac troopsameashoreunopposea@sthe Turkshadsimplyneverconsidereda landing

at sucha difficult location. The menimmediatelybeganto scalethe gullies and ravines of
Sari Bair, a range of small mountains some 300m high, peaking at Chunuk Bair.

Vital time was lost as menwere left without preciseinstructionson how to proceed.At the
sametimetheywerefacedby the 19th Turkishdivisionled by Mustafakemalwhase victories

in Gallipoli propelled him to great fame as the Ottoman Empire disintegrated during and
after the war. Kemal would become the founder of modern Turkey and become known as
Atatirk meaning Te fatherof Turks.

At Gallipoli, Kemal helped define Turkish detenation to defend their country. On Sari
Bair as Anzac forces threatened to overwhelm Ottoman troops, opening the way to the
Dardanelles, he urged his troopS: lam not ordering youto attack,|'m orderingyouto die.

In the time that it takesus to die, other forcesand commandersan comeand take our

pl ace. o



On May 19", Turkishforcesattemptedo drive the Anzacsoff their narrow beachheadThe
attackfailed with catastrophicconsequences§ome3,000Turkswerekilled and rundredsof
Anzacdiedtoo.

For daysthe bodiesof the deadlay uncoveredin no man'sland putrefyingin the early
summerheat. The stenchbecameunbearable.Eventually both the Turks and the Anzacs
agreedan unofficial ceasefireto bury the dead.Despitethe ghastlynature of the Gallipoli
campaigntherewasa surprisingdegreeof chivalry on bothsides.TheBritish, in particular,
cameto havean abidingrespectfor the soldiers thepamed aslohnnyTurk.

The Irish Times, May 5th, 1915
Having secured firm foothold on the shoreof the Peninsulaan operationwhich, according
to statement®f prisonersthe Germanshad assuredhe Turks wasimpossible,and having
drivenbackall the enemy'soutlying forces,the Allies arenow concentratingor an offensive
againstthe fortified haghts of Achi Baba,eastof Krithia, which for impregnabilityis saidto
comparewith SpionKop [a reference to a 1900 battle in South Africa]
The Turks are being continually shelled by our ships both inside and outside the Straits
secondedy field andsiegebatteriedandedby usto smooththeway for the seriesof assaults
thathavebegunagainsthesetremendougpositions.
The Turkish army in this part of the peninsuls now pennedin there, being practically
surroundedby British threateningfrom the west and nortiwest, theAustraliansfrom the
northandeast,andthe Frenchfrom the south and soutast.
We and our Allies are, of course,entrenchedand the style of warfare here now bearsa
resemblanceon a small scaleto that with which we have becomefamiliar with in the
Europearcampaign.
It is understoodhat our forcesare continuallygaining new ground, driving thenemyout of
line after line of their trenchesand forcing them back upon their main position wherethe
decisivestrugglemustbefoughtout.
Our landforcesarecontinuallybeingincreasedy fresharrivalsof troop shipsfrom Egypt
andFrance.The ultimate captureof the important dominating twelwenile strip of cliff land
thatstretchegrom Kilid Bahrto Cape Helles is nowooked uporasa certainty.
Thelastnewsfrom Tenedoss thatonly four shipsof the Allied Fleetwerevisible outsidethe
Straits,theremaindeibeinginsideor operatingrom the Gulf of Saros.



Kilid BahrandSouanderaresaidto be the only forts on the Europearsidestill responding,
and respondingout feebly, to our fire, while still troublesomewith their movablehowitzer

batterieswhich arestill unscotched pbeingshieldedirom observatiorby thick pinewoods.

The Irish Times May 6"
Freshtroopsand gunsfor the Peninsulakeepcrowdingin from overseasThe meninclude
French British, Algerians,Sikhs,Gurkhasandcoalblacksix-foot Senegalese.
Thewhole coastlinefrom well insidethe Straitsto GabaTepein the Gulf of Sarospbeingnow
in our possessiothe landingof reinforcementss effectedwith regularityanddespatch.
This was not the case during the first few days of the invasion when the work of
disembarkatiomadto be performedundera stormof bulletsfrom theentrenched urks
Theattackby the Allied Fleeton the Dardanelless developingsuccessfullyandmorerapidly
thanwasto beanticipated.
Very rapid progresscannotbe expectedn an operationof this formidable characterwhich
demandsaboveall things,cautionandpatience.
In thefirst place,conditionsof wind andweatherhaveto betakeninto accountlt is essential
to successat the long rangesat which the greaterpart of the bombardments being carried
outthattheatmosphershouldbe perfectlyclear.
Bad weaher, moreover interfereswith the work of the seaplanegich hasmuchto sayto
theaccuracyof thegunnery.
The action has alreadyhad to be suspendedor the better part of a week on accountof
unfavourableveatherconditions.In the next place,the fleetis only now beginningto getto
grips with the more seriouspart of its undertaking.So far the attackingsquadronsavehad
openwaterin whichto manoeuvre.
Theforcing of the channelitself cannotbe otherthana laboriousanddelicateoperation,and
we may be sure that Admiral Cardécommandein-chief of Allied naval forces in the
Dardanellesvill take"festinalente” (make haste slowlgshis maximwhenhis shipsenter
thenarrowwaters.
The operationgreliminaryto the forcing of the Straitsmay now be regardedas completed.
Thefour principalforts guardingthe entranceo the Straitshaveall beenfinally reduced.
Whenthe attackwasresumedast Thursday,t wassoon,found thatthe bombardmenof the
previousFriday had beenone of consicerableeffect, for the Admiralty's reporttells us that
thereturnfire wasvery slow andinaccurate.

Onelucky shot,however hit the Agamemnoykilling threemenandseriouslywoundingfive.



The QueenElizabeth Agamemnoplrresistible and Gauloisrespetively dealtat long range
with the four forts, which wereleft in no conditionto offer effective resistancevhen other
shipsclosedto completetheir reduction.Beforedarkthe four forts wereout of actionandthe
taskof sweepinghe channeffor mineswasimmediatelybegun.

On the next day the Straits were swept up to four miles from the entrance,and three
battleships proceedingto the limit of the sweptarea,beganan attackon one of the inner
forts. They alsoturnedtheir attentionagainto the outer forts, which were evacuatedy the
Turksandafterwardsdemolishedy landingparties.

A remarkablefeatureof the operationds the inclusionin Admiral Carden'ssquadronwhich
otherwiseconsistsentirely of pre-Dreadnoughshipsof the QueenElizabeh. This vesselthe
first of a classof five to be commissionedis the latestadditionto our battlefleet, andis in
everyrespecthe mostpowerful battleshipafloat.

Her employmentat the Dardanellesjnsteadof in the main strategicarea,seemsto require
someexplanationOne possibleexplanationis that her voyageto the Mediterranearis in the
natureofafit rtirdlp o .

A more probableexplanation,we think, is to be found in the extremelylong range and
terribly destructivecapacityof the 15-inch gunswith which sheis armed.We gatherfrom the
courseof Friday'soperationghat the work of sweepingthe straitsof mines,thoughtedious,
doesnot promiseto be of greatdifficulty.

But, when they approachthe Narrows a point, about as far again up the channelas the
distanceso far swept,wherethe Straitsarelessthana mile in width the attackingshipswill
haveto dealwith forts which cannotbe so easilyreducedasthoseat the entrance.
Theseforts are, on the Europeanshore, situatedon high cliffs, and here, doubtless,are
mountedthe heaviestgunsthatthe Turks possessGunsof high-anglefire concealedehind
the cliffs could drop heavy projectileswith deadlyeffect on the weakestspot of attacking
shipstheirdecks.

Againstgunson suchdominating heights,moreover,it would be extremelydifficult for the
navalguns,owingto theirflat trajectory,to makegoodpracticefrom insidethe Straits.

It may be possible,however, for theseforts to be takenin reverseacrossthe Gallipoli
Peninsuldrom the Gulf of Saros.

If any gunsarecapableof doingthis, thosegunsarethe 15-inch gunsof the QueenElizabeth
We may be sure,at least,thatshewill notbe employeduponanyhazardougnterprisen the
Straitsthemselvesand that the Admiralty, in including herin Admiral Carden'scommand,

hasa very definite objectin view.



It shouldnot be forgottenthat Russiahasa more permaneninterestin Constantinopleéhan
the otherAllies, andwe may be surethatshewill takea handin the measuresor its seizure.

Russiacommandghe Black Seaandhasplentyof troopsavailableat Odessa.
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DEPARTURE OF ROYAL'

DURBLIN FUSILIERS.
ENTIHUSIASTIC SCENES.

|COLONEL DOWNING'S FAREWELL
MESSAGE.
i B
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The Pals who signedup at LansdowneRoadbecamepart of the 7" battalion of the Royal
Dublin Fusiliers. Like all battalionsin the British army, it wasdividedinto four companies,
A,B,CandD. D becamethe celebratedi p a b & s t awhichanaluWedmanyof the rugby
playerswho had answeredrrancisB r o w n call ig 8eptembefl914 Sometimes, the Pals
were referred to athetoffsamongthet oug h s o .

After six monthstraining at Royal Barracks in Dublin, known today as CollBarracksand
home to the National Museum of Ireland (decorative arts and history sectimywweresent
to Gallipoli, marching out of the barracks akpril 30", 1915. Their departurethroughthe
streetsof Dublin was witnessed by cheering crowds and waee of the last hurrahs for
Empirein the capital.

Exactlya year to the day later, the streetsof Dublin throughwhich the menmarchedwere
smoulderinguinsfollowing the EasterRising.It shouldalsobe notedthat, on the samepage
asthisreportin Thelrish Times,the newspaper published alaavholly disingenuousnot to
say untruthful, dispatcfrom the PressBureauaboutthe initial landingsat CapeHelles It
concludedwith a messagdrom King George Vsendinghis fi h e acongrgtulationson this

splendidac hi evement 0.

The Irish Times, Saturday May T, 1915
The departureof the 7th Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliersfrom their headquartersRoyal
Barraks, Dublin for completionof trainingwasthe occasionof a greatpublic demonstration
yesterday.
The formation of the battalionhasarousedmuchinterestasit was generallyknown as The
P a IBattélion.
From all classesf the communitymen cameforward readily in defenceof the Empireand
from all quartersof the city, from thefashionablecentresandfrom the slumsof thecity, able
bodied citizens flocked to the Colours, and the scenesof enthusiasnthat were withessed
yesterdayprovedthatthe city pulsateswith ardententhusiasnfior the causeof the Allies.
The fact that in the battalionwas includedthe famousD Company,mainly comprisedof
footballers,lent additionalinterest,to the departure The companyincludeswithin its ranks
barristerssolicitors and otherrepresentativesf the professionsgn additionto civil servants
andbankofficials andit is naturallyregardedasbeingtypical of the spirit thatanimateshe
countryasawhole.
Its compositionis symbolicalof the partthat sportplays in war. Men who wereprominentin

the football field, andwhoseprowesswas admiredevery Saturdayat LansdowneRoadand



otherfootball centreshavethrown asidetheir interestin sportanddevotedthemselvegpurely
to the affairs of warin orderthatIrelandandother.partsof the Empiremaybe keptfreefrom
thehorrorsof war.

Crowds lined the route yesterdayand the departureof the troops was accompaniedoy
continuouscheeringby denselines of spectatorsthe departureof the battalion from the
Royal Barrackswastimedat 3.30pm andshortly beforethathourthe menweredrawnup in
paradeonthesquare.

LieutenantColonel Geoffrey Downing, in commandof the battalion, having inspectedthe
lines, addressedhe men, and complimentedthem on their excellent behaviourduring their
stayin Dublin.

They were speciallychosento cometo Dublin becausehey were consideredo be the best
regimentto sendto the city. He mentionedthat the 1st and 2nd Battalionshad already
distinguishedhemselvest the front andhefelt surethatthe menunderhis commandwould
acquitthemselvesn amannembefittingtherecordof thefi D u b | ThaGemman$adasong
DeutchslandJber A | | lbusthieir war cry wasfi D u bOvérA | [fidc.o GttaeEn gl and o
was the motto of the enemy,but the Dublin Fusilierswould simply try to act up to their
regimentalmotto i Sp e c aA ggenrudiad @is bé judged by our agts Asked by a
representativef the Irish Timeswhetherhe hada messagéo sendto the citizensof Dublin,
ColonelDowningsaid:ii Wevill doourbest.Judgeusbyourd e e d s 0 .

Relativesand friends crowdedthe squareand badefarewell of thosenearand dearto them
who wereleavingall thatwaspreciousn life to facethe attacksof the oppressor.

Ladiesof rankandwomenof humbledegreemovedthroughthe lines, andgavepartinggifts
to their dearones.A touchingincidenttook placejust beforethe battaliongot into marching
order.A man,who hadevidentlyfallen into ill -healthandwho had servedwith the battalion
until he was discharged approachedColonel Downing and wished him and the battalion
Godspeed.

He hopedthat they would comesafely back and he was sorry that circumstancegrevented
him from taking his placein the battalion.Headedby the handof the 12th Lancersandthe
pipesof theOf f i TraningCGorps,Trinity College,the battalionmovedout of barracks.
As they emergedhroughthe main entranceheywere cordially cheerecandthe cheerswvere
taken up all along the route. They looked exceedinglyfit, and presenteda fine military
bearing.



As they marchedby in perfectorderandin swinging,rhythmic step,everyonefelt thatthey
wereworthy of the city andof a countrynotedfor its soldiers.The menwerein greatspirits
andlaughedandjokedalongtheway.

The Union Jackandthe Irish flag were carriedon the spikesof the bayonetsandwherever
they were noticed cheerswere raised.In addition to their heavy packs some of the men
carriedmelodeonstrappedo theirkit-bags.

As they passeddown the quaysthe crowd on the pavemeniand the occupantsof windows
lustily cheered,and the men, recognisingfriends along, the route, returnedtheir farewell
greetingswith heartycheers.

In front of the Four Courtsa large crowd of barristerssolicitors,andofficials gavea cordial
sendoff to the men. Amongstthe crowd were judgeswhosesittings had concludedfor the
day,andtheycheeredsspontaneouslgsthe othersatthe menpassed.

In the rankswere membersof the Bar who hadforsakenexcellentprospectsto keepthe old
flag flying, andastheywererecognisedheywerecordially cheered.

In Dame Street and College Green, where flags were profusely displayed, crowds of
spectatordined the thoroughfare,and gave vent to their feelingsin frequentoutbursts of
enthusiasm.

At O 6 C o nBridgk the crowd was particularly dense,and hats and handkerchiefsvere
waved on all sides.As the last stagesof the march were reachedthe lines of spectators
becamemoredenseandmanytouchingscenesverewitnessed

The significance of the occasionbecamemore marked at this stage than heretofore.
Fashionablydressedadieswalkedbesidetheir brothersandrelatives.
Immediatelybehindwalkedwomenin shawls keepingstepwith their husbandsbrothersand
sons.Thecontraswasmarkedbutit servedto showthe spirit thatanimateshe people.

With suchspirit dominatingthe ranksof the Dublin Fusiliers,victory is assuredMen going
to thefrontin afew weeksundersuchconditions,with their mindsseton onepurpose,canbe
dependeduponto act up to the glorious recordsof their regiment. Tokensof appreciation
werefrequentlyofferedalongtheroute,andcigarettesveredistributedby the studentf the
Royal College of SurgeonsAmid a populardemonstratiorthe 7th Battalion Royal Dublin
Fusiliersleft Dublin. Along the route thousandsof young men physically fit cheeredtheir

fellow countrymerontheirway. Will thesemennow stepinto therank?



Mr Churchill 6s speech

Theinitial disasterat Gallipoli and a shortageof shellson the WesternFront sawa change
of governmenin the UK. The Liberal Governmenivas replacedby a national government
involvingthe Liberal and Tory partiesand the Irish barrister and unionist politician, Dublin
bornwhile Sir EdwardCarsonbecamats attorneygeneral.

The 40-yearold First Lord of the Admiralty Winston Churchill was fired becauseof the
Gallipoli debacle This causethe Toriesto develop at that time a great distrust of Churchill,
who was then a member of the LibeRarty. It was later that Churchill would join the
Conservative Party and write a different history for himself.

For now, however, hiprosecutiorof thewar in Gallipoli would beheld againsthim, andfor
someyearsto come i Re me nhe ®a r d a n wds the commonretort from critics
whenevehespoken the Houseof Commons.

Had the second World War not happened,and had Churchill not beenBr i t greah 0 s
wartime leader, it is likely that he would have beenrememberedmost in historyfor the
Gallipoli debacle.Churchill, though,alwaysdefendedhe campaignthere, blamingnmilitary
commanderon the groundfor its failures. At the time, Churchill had little time for the
hostile press reports that emerged from the battlefields.

The Irish Times, June 7th, D15
Mr. Ch u r c $peethht Dundeeon Saturdayis of excellentpromisefor the future of the
NationalGovernment.
He is the second ministevho has addressedhe country since the reconstruction of the
cabinetandhis messagés the sameasthatof Mr. Lloyd George.
But by him it is deliveredwith an especialforce andweight. The countrywill be peculiarly
responsiveto his call to personalsacrifice for the common good, for his own personal
sacrificehasbeengreatandcheerful.
Therecan havebeenno man in the late Governmentwho hasaccepteda minor office, or
hads no office, in the present mstry to havefelt the resignationof his postmore bitterly
thanMr. Churchill felt his resignatiorof the office of First Lord of the Admiralty. But he has
madehis surrendemwith a fine spirit thatis aninspirationto usall. i | war time a manmust
do hisduty ashe seest, andtakehisluck asit comesorg o e s . 0
AlthoughMr C h u r c lbck Hasremsvedhim from the Admiralty, the countrywill feelthat
he wasright in giving it someaccountof his stewardshign that departmentHe madethe



interestingrevelationthat he was sentto the Admiralty in 1911, whenthe Agadir crisis had
nearlybroughtusinto war, with the expressduty laid uponhim by the Prime Minister to put
the Fleetin a stateof instantand constantreadinesdor war in casewe were attackedby
Germany.

We havebeen attacked by Germany and Rhurc h is faithf@l dischargeof that duty has
been revealedby the supremetest of action. Memoiies are short in these days, and
reputationsfickle, but the country will be slow to forget what it owes to him for the
preparatiorandvigilanceof thelastfour years.

Mr. Churchill s referencesto the Dardanellesare valuable at a moment when Sir lan
Hami | t |latastiegort,recordinganadvanceof five hundredyardson a front of threemiles
asaresultof a combinedgeneralassaultyemindsus againof the very formidablenatureof
theAllies' undertaking.

The military operationsMr. Churchill warnsus, will be costly, andwe mustexpectfurther
lossesat seaaswell. But the prize is worth the sacrificé. T h easeevera greatsubsidiary
operationof war in which a more completeharmonyof strategicand political andeconomic
advantagesvas combinel, or which stoodin broaderrelation to the main decisionin the
centralt heatre. 0

It is the function of the press,in Mr. Churchill'sview, to sustainpublic confidenceandspirit.
It is emphaticallynot its function to spreaddoubtandwant of confidene, andwe welcome
Mr. Churchill's hint that under the new Governmentthe excessivelicence of newspaper
criticism will not be permittedto continue.Upon one point we areall agreedIn this hour of

our supremeaneedtherightsof the State are not in disigutheyareabsolute.



Courage and loss. . . and truth the first casualty

Newsof the Gallipoli landingstook a long time to filter backto Britain and Ireland. Official
pressaccountsvereeffectivelya whitewash.

However,manyof the newspapersincluding The Irish Timescircumventedhe restrictions
by publishing accounts from officers at the front. These were invaluable first-hand
descriptionsof the fighting, more vivid and authenticthan those coming through official
channels

ThiscamefromananonymousMu n s toficersrd@ s a gripping accountof thelandingand
their aftermath.He also makesreferenceto the lossessufferedby both the Munstersand

Leinstersandhowtheywereamalgamatednto onebattalion,the Dubsters.

The Irish Times, July 3¢, 1915
The following is an extractfrom a letter from an officer in the 1st battalion of the Royal
MunsterFusiliersMay 1st, 1915: This is the first opportunityl havehad of writing to you
sincewe left the boat.
You will haveseenin the paperdy now thatwe haveforceda landing,but ourselvesaandthe
Dublinsgot mostawfully badlymauledin doingso.
We left Lemnosfor Tenedosone day, andfrom therewe got into a collier calledthe River
Clyde,which hadbeenfitted up for the purposeof beaching
We anchoredat midnightabouttwo milesfrom themouthof the Dardanellesandat dawnthe
wholefleetbegana bombardmenof the endof the peninsulavherewe weregoingto land.
At 7.30amthe Dublins setoff in openboatsto their landing place which was the sameas
ours.As each boat got near the shamipersshotdownthe oarsmenthe boatsthenbeganto
drift, andmachinegunfire wasturned onto them.
You could seethe mendroppingeverywhereandof the first boatload of 40 men, only three
reated the shoregll wounded.
At the sametime we ranour old collier on to the shore but the waterwasshallowerthanwe
thought,and she stuck abouteighty yards out. Somelighters were put to connectwith the
shore andwe beganrunningalongthemto getdownto the beach.
| cannottell you how manywerekilled anddrowned but the placewasa regulardeathtrap. |
randownto thelighters,butwassentbackastherewasnoroomonthem.
Thenthe woundedbegancrawling back,the Turks snipingat themthe whole time. The men
who hadmanagedo reachthe shorewereall crouchingundera bankabouttenfeethigh. At



2pm the coloneltold me to go down on to the barge,collectasmanymen| could, andjoin
theforce on shore.We jumpedinto the seaandgot astore somehowwith arain of bulletsall
aroundus.

| found a lot of men,but very few not hit. We waited till duskthencreptup into a sort of
position,a few yardsup. We took up an outpostand| hadjust put out my sentrygroups,and
cameup to havealook, whenhewasshotthroughthethroatby my side.

He died very soonandthat left mostof the seniorofficer on shore.We had an awful night
soakedto the skin, bitterly cold and wet and snipedat all night. At dawn the fleet began
anotherheavy bombadment, and by that time all the troops from our collier had come
ashore.

We weretold to stormanold ruinedcastlewhich washeld by the enemysowhatremainedof
us and a companyof the Dublins and two companiesof the Hants chargedthe place.We
turnedthemout, but got hungup undera nastyfire from a village which we did not succeed
in occupyingtill two in theafternoon.

We thenformedup, and,togethewith therestof the Dublins, stormedthe hill with aredoubt
onthetop whichcommandedhewholeplace.

We drove 2,000 Turks off thetop, andfinally dugourselvesn acrossthe peninsulaholding
abouthalf amile atthe endof the peninsula

We lost anawful lot andhadonly eightofficersleft. The Dublinshadonly three. Thatnight
we wereattaked at intervalsall through,but held our own till a thousand~renchreinforced
us. The next day we were movedup and dug ourselvesin againwhile two other brigades
advanced mile. The nextmorningwe weretold to moveup to theadvancedline, andactin
reserveput by thetime we gotup to it, thefiring line wasso hardpressedhatwe hadto go
straightup into it.

We hada very heavyday'sfighting beingunderfire continuouslyfrom 8amtill dark.We had
to fall backhalf a mile in the evening,owing to heavyreinforcementso the Turks. We spent
anothervery bad night, very wet, and cold, and no coatsor food! The next morningwe
advancedabout 100 yards, and the whole division dug itself in a long line acrossthe
peninsuladrom seato sea.

We get shelledall day andsnipedat andattackedall night; but we arevery cheery.We have
plentyof food now andwaterandhavedugourselvesnto theground,like in France.

The Dublins and ourselveshavenow beenformedinto oneregiment.We both left England
1,000strongandnow, togetherwe areeight officersand 700 men.l amin commandof 200

Dublins.We arewaiting reinforcement$érom Egypt. We areveryfit indeed.



The Germanofficerswhomwe havetakenprisonerssayit is absolutelybeyondthemhow we
everaffectedalandingatall. If therewasoneplacein thewholeworld thatwasimpregnable,
it wasthis peninsulaandthey sayno army in the world except ouuld haveseenhalf its
numbersmown down andstill comeand makea goodlandinglt hascertainlybeena tough
job. The heapsof deadareawful andthe beachwherewe landedwasan extraordinarysight.

| havehad someextraordinaryescape$ut havenot beentouchedyet. Our padreanddoctor
areboth splendidfellows, andhavebeenwith usin thethick of it all. Both the padreandthe
doctorof the Dublinswerekilled.



The debacle at V Beach

The1* battalion of the RoyalDublin Fusiliers suffereda doublecalamityduring thelandings
at V Beach.Not only weremanyof its numberslaughteredrying to exit the River Clyde, but
themenwhotried to comeashoreon row boatssufferedscarcelybelievablecasualtiesn an
operationwhichwasasrisky asit wasill -advised.

Therehavebeenmanyaccountsof the fate of the Dublins that day, but few match this one

from thisanonymouswfficer whonearlydrownedandwasevacuatedo Malta to recuperate.

The Irish Times, May 19th, 1915
Malta, WednesdayMay 5", 1915:A gentlemarin Dublin sendsus the subjoinedaccountof
the landing at Sedd el Bahr, which he has receivedfrom his son, an officer in the 1st
BattalionRoval Dublin Fusiliers.
fAON Sunday25™ at 5am we found ourselvesat the Dardanellesamongstthe Fleet, which
startedoombardingat thathourto coverour landing.At 5amon reachingthe Dardanelleswe
gotinto smallboas which were drawn by pinnacd$ereweresix boatsin eachtow.
fiWe hadaboutthreemilesto go to land andall this time the battleshipsvere pouringshells
into the fronts which were replying. About one and a half miles from shore,thee n e my 0 s
shellsstartedto burstaroundour boatsdoingalot of damageAs we got closerbulletsstarted
to whizz arounduskilling severalmenin ourboats.
fiThes h i ghedlwere simply ripping up the groundandwith my field glassed could see
manyof the Turks runningfor their lives. | thoughtthenthatwe would haveno difficulty in
landing.
AUp to this thereweresix killed anda few woundedin my boatout of about30 men.| had
my right arm scorchedn two placesby bullets, but | was one of the lucky ones.Thenthe
pinnacelet usgo, andour boatsrushedike madon to theshorebeingassistedy oars.
AA boatcameon our left andrushedinto us, pushingour oarsforwardandthrowingeveryone
backinto theboat.| camewith my headontheseat.
AThenmachinegunsgalorewereplayedon usfrom atrenchunseerat the bottomof the cliff
not 100 yardsfrom us. A shrapnekhell burstaboveour headsat the sametime andbeforel
knewwherel was,| wascoveredwith deadmen.Not knowing theyweredead,| wasroaring
atthemto let meup, for | wasdrowningawounded man under e(therewashalf a boatfull

of waterthen,theboathavingbeenpiercedwith bullets).



The machinegunsstill playedon us until we were towed back to a minesweeer. | was
simply saturatedall over with blood and| could feel the hot blood all over me all the way
acrossWhenthey pulled thesepoor fellows off me theywereall dead,andthe poor fellow
undermewasdead.The boatwasawful to look at, full of blood andwater.

We got the dead and wounded off on to the minesweeperand gatheredanotherthree
boatloadof mento takeashoreandfacethe samething again.

Going acrossthis time, | waslooking throughmy glasseauntil we got fairly closeto shore
when| felt a terrible knock on my haversaclkwhich | had strappedon top of my packwith
two d a yratidnsin it. | thensawthe poorfellow nextto me with the top of his headtaken
off by thesamepieceof shrapnel.

It decoratedellows with bully beeffrom the rations.| thenthoughtit time to put awaymy
glasseswhich | left hangingin front of me andturnedmy pack towardsthe enemyto stop
bulletscomingtowardsmy head,andbentlow. We could do nothingbut wait. Thenour boats
struckthe shoreandwere again showeredy machineguns.The four menin the fore part of
our boatgot off but wereshotdown at onceandastheyjumpedthey pushedour boataway
from thelittle grip we had,andit wasbeingtakenout by the current.

However,| wasnot goingto stop in the boatasa standingtargetso | madea jump for it with
two others.My equipmentweighing 90lbs soonbroughtmy headdown and,with my eyes
openunderwater] could seethe othertwo go right down. | thoughtl was going down too,
butthis wasthroughthe currentrushingpastme.

| gropedout everywherebut could not grip anything.Then| becameawareof beingheld up
by somethingwhich | discoveredvasthe strapof my glasses! knewthatif | pulled at the
strap,it would break,sol keptthetoe of my boatwell undertheropeonthesideof theboat.

| d o rkidotv how long | waslike that,butit seemedgesandl wasjustgonewhenl thought
| wasgrippedby someoneThatsomeonavasa sailorwho waspulling at my feet.
Afterwardshe got a hold of my poorold gammyarmandpulledlike billyo breakingit again
which | n e e deli Yot woke me up a bit from swallowingsaltwater.He was shotthrough
hisarmtoo, andthe bloodfrom it wasblindingme,yethew o u | giveia.t

| shoutedo him asbeg | couldto letthearmgo, for | felt thetwist he gaveit andknewit had
gonestraighterthanit wasusedto.

However,he got me up after a long while andstill wherel wasthe bulletswere hitting the
boat.l evenhadsplintersof the boatrammeddeepinto my fingersandl w a s hitd t

| supposeyou haveseenthe casualtylist. Theremustbe very few of our battalionleft now.

We werefirst to land and,with the Munsterswe lost very heavily. Aimost all of the officers



werekilled or wounded| believe | neverwish to seesuchabloodysightagain.l d o nmind

fighting, butto bein anopenboatandpowerlesss anotherthing.



Fighting on the peninsula

The Irish Times, May 14th, 1915
Sincethelandingof the British force on the 25th of April therehasbeenup to the presenbne
dayof hardfighting, on April 28th,whenthe British and Frenchtroopsat the westernend of
the Gallipoli Peninsulaadvancedrom the positionsthenoccupied.
We pushedackthe enemya considerabla@listancan the centre butlittle advance couldbe
madeon the left flank owing to the natureof the ground and the enemy'ssuperiorityin
numbers.
A few of our mensucceedeth reachingthe village of Krithia but couldnotremainin it. The
main resultof the day was an important advanceof our centre.The enemymadea counter
attack on the eveningagainstthe Frenchend of the line, which was subjectedto a heavy
bombardmentvith shrapnel.
The attackwas beatenoff. Sincethenthe enemyhasconfinedhimselfto night attacksand
long rangegunfire.
Thefirst night affair wason April 25" whenthe Turks madea desperatattemptto drive our
small and sorelytried force on the plateauabove CapeHelles with a rushinto the sea,but
theywerethemselvedeaterbackby thefire of the Implacable's guns.
The secondwason the night of May 1* whenthe enemymadean attackwhich beganabout
10.30pmandlastedtill dawn.Seenfrom the ship, the attackpresented perfect picture of
warin its mostromanticaspect.
It wasawondertil starrynight andthe moonwasat the full. Thedarknesseaward waslit
up by thelights of thetransports.
Clustersof lights to right and left markedthe position of the Helles andthe Seddel Bahr
beachesAshorethefield gunsandhowitzers British, French,and Turks flashedandboomed
all night.
Betweenthereportsof thegunsrifles rolled andcrackledin anincessantindertone.
movablehowitzer batterieswhich arestill unscotchedbeing shieldedfrom observatiorby

thick pinewoods.



Suvla Bay

Soonthe 29" Division weredoingwhattheyhopedneverto haveto do. Theydugtrenchesin
Gallipoli astheir brothersin-armshaddoneon the Westerriront.

The Anzacs having scaled the gullies and ravines of Sari Bair and reached the lip of the
range,beganto dig in. In places, their trenches faced those of the Turks just a few feet across
a new no manoés | and.

In the ensuing stalematthe battlefieldatrophiedinto a dustier, hotter and drier versionof

the WesternFront. The chancesof a quick breakthroughwerein retrospectan exercisein
military wishfulthinking. Thosechancesliminishedby theday.

Theinitial failures of the April landings and the stalemate that developed quickly in the days
that followedleft the Allies with a terrible dilemma:stick or twist? Wasit time to quit,
acknowledgé¢hat the peninsulacould not betakenand cutlosses?

Alternatively, could fresh troops be procured? Could one protracted major furtherheave
finally drive the Turksoff the peninsula?

The new British cabinetponderedits options.It was politically unpalatableto quit at that
stage.Reluctantly the British decidedto commitan entire army corps, the IXth, comprising

of five newdivisionsto thefight.

Thesewerethe 10th, 11th and 13th Divisionsfrom Kitchener'sfirst 100,000menaugmented

by the53rd and 54th Territorial Divisions.On paperthis wasa further 70,000men.In reality
thesedivisionswereuntestedn combatandbadlyled.

A newsitewaschoserfor thelandings Suvla Bay, a place furthep the western coast of the
peninsula from Anzac Cove but within sight of it. Behind the long, sweeping sandy beach is a
salt lake, often dry in summer, and a broad, fertile plain. Behind the plain are the Anafartha
Hills; to the left on landing, is a dige named Kiretch Tepe Sirt; to the right in the distance,
Sari Bair.

Between the beach and the Anafartha Hills lay several hillocks: Lala Baba, Hill 10,
Chocolate Hill, Green Hill and Scimitar Hill. These, together with Kiretch Tepe Sirt and the
AnafarthaPlain, became the killing grounds on which thousands of soldiers, Allied and Turk,
died in August 1915.

The plan was simple enoughtake the hills from the Turkish defender turn southand link

with the Anzacforces launching a pincer assault o®ari Bair, the heightswhich blocked

accesdo theNarrows.



But the Turks hadeinforced Sari Bair and massed troops on Kiretch Tepe Sirt and in the
Anafartha HillsT 10 divisionshad been draftethto the peninsula.While landing at Suvla
would be simple by compson to Seddul Bahr or Anzac Cove, progressing inland more than
a few kilometres would be more taxing.

ThemanchoserntoleadB r i t IxXth @ogpswasLieutenantGeneralSir Frederick Stopford,
a semiretired 63-yearold soldier who was then the governor of the Tower of London.
Stopfordwas selected not becauseof his prowessin battle or his experiencebut simply
becauséhewas,in therigid armyhierarchyof thetime,the mostseniorgeneralavailablefor
the task. Where the situation demandeda leader with ruthlessnessand drive, the man
appointed was elderly aniddecisivei and worse: he wasicompetent.

Thelandingsat SuvlaBaywerethefirst timethe 10" (Irish) Division sawcombat.
Whatwasto bethelargestfighting force everto leavelreland to that date,somel7,000men
in total, departed the countryn April 1915, a truly nonsectariandivision that attracted
Catholicsand Protestantsmiddleclass,working classandfarmers'sonsin equalmeasure.
The plan for SuvlaBay was complex.The 10" Division would land and ae brigade would
move towardKiretch TepeSirt. Other troopswvould headsouthto link up with the Anzacs.
During the landings, the Australianswere to launch a fierce diversionaryattack at Lone
Pine,a spot on Sari Baithatin due course became hallowed ground for Australians because
of the grit and determination shown there by their soldiers.

The10th (Irish) Division and 11th Division, mostlyfrom Manchesterwerethefirst divisions
into battle. Their goal was to take the semicircle of hills overlookingthe beach.The 10"
Division would follow the 11" ashore. Unknownto the allies, the otherwisemeticulousvon
Sandershad not expectedh landing at SuvlaBay and had only allocated1,500mento the
defence of that sector. Had they known, the allies could have made the decisive
breakthroughputthey delayed fatally after the immediacy of their landings at Suvla.
Theinitial landingsin the night of August6th were almostunopposedMen from the 11th
Division scaledChocolde Hill, the lowestof a seriesof hills aroundthe peninsula.The 10th
Division landedthe following morning but they were already weakenedOne brigade was
sentto aid the11thDivision.

Stopford whowatchedhe battlefrom a shipoffshore,madea numbe of fatal errors. Having
assembledhis force on the morning of August7th, he inexplicablydid not pressthe assault
until that evening. Neitherdid he order his forcesto attackthe KiretchTepeSirt ridge wntil
his artillery wasin place.

All this gavethe Turkstimeto masstheir defences.



Alarmedat Stopford'dethargic approachto the landings,Sir lan Hamilton, the commander
in-chief of the MediterraneanExpeditionaryForce, took personalcharge and orderedthe
attacksto beginagainstKiretch TepeSirt immediately. Bt it wasalreadytoo late.

On August9th the assaultbegan.Not only did it fail whenconfrontedby Turkishresistance,
but the gunfire setthe parchedscrubalight. Many casualtiesstrandedons | opes i n no n
land burnedto death.

The haplessStopfordwas replacedon August14™ but by then, thousands had already died
Kitchener cabled Hamilton: i T his & youngman'swar and we musthave commanding
officersthat will takeadvantageof opportunitiesvhichoccur,buts e | d o mo .

Kitcherer put Major GeneralBeauvoirde Lisle, commandenf the 29th Division at Helles,in
temporarychargewhile Stopford'sreplacementLieutenariGeneral Julian Lyng, travelled
outfrom France.

The 10" (Irish) Division commandemMahon was incensedand refusel to serveunder de
Lisle whowashis junior in the ranks.Wasthis a fit of petularcein the midstof a life or death
struggle or the principled actions of a competentgeneral who had enough of the
mismanagemermf the campaign?

The first comprehensiveaccount of the campaignwas publishedin The Irish Times, a

fortnight after thelanding.

The Irish Times, August 25th, 1915
The progresf the greatflanking movementirom SuvlaBay and Anzac Beachis described
by a specialcorrespondenin the DardanelleslIn this operationthe Irish troopsareengaged.
On the 6™ of August the Turkish trencheswere stormed and captured by the Irish,
AustraliansNew Zealandergndindians
PressAssociatiorspecial AlexandriaAugust1 2",
| havereturnedfrom avisit to our newpositionon SuvlaBay wherethearmy, afterfived ay s 6
strenuousfighting, is halting for a momentand gatheringits energiesagainfor a further
advance.
We hold there a broad sweepof fertile plain, girt practically all the way round by an
amphiheatrewhich on the extremeright, southof the bay, mergeinto a wall of sheercliff
from the Biyuk-Kemibli headlandforming the northernextremityof the bay.
Thegroundrisesasit runsinland,until abou 5,000 yards from BiywKemibli it looks down

on theplainfrom aheightof 650feet.



Our troopsare astrideof the ridge at this front, the remainderbeingheld by the enemy.On
the slopesof the lower ridgesasthe hills turn southward€o Kuchuk, or Little Anafarta,a
picturesquelysituatedvillage with a shiningwhite minaret.

Some4,000 yards southeastis Biyuk, or Big Anafarta,the cottagesof which are hidden
behinda noblegroveof cypresses.

TheTurkishroadinland passedetweerthetwo villages.BeyondBig Anafartathe greathills
againappoachthe shore,endingin a cliff wall behindwhich thereis a jumble of mountains
wherethe AustraliansandNew Zelanderswith a British division, arefighting theirway.
Theplain, alongwhich is a charmingfamily country,dottedaboutwith greattrees,is heldfor
a considerablalistanceinland by our troops,their main front facing Little Anafartaandthe
greatridgeontheleft.

A very powerful army is assemblingor the advanceof which someof the divisions have
alreadyseenseverefighting. On the right centre,about3,000yardsinland, is a hill 170 feet
high which was stormedin gallantstyle by a Fusilier regimentsupportedby Irish troopson
the landing day. The position was strongly held by the Turks but the Irishmen, insteadof
attackingfrom the front, marchedacrossthe saltlake, wheeledinto the plain, andthencame
backatthe hill, which wasultimatelytakenwith relativelyfew casualties.

A shortdistancebeyondthis hill, which hasbeenchristenedChocolateHill by the soldiers,is
asmaller height,whichis still heldby the enemy.Thefiring line at presentunsbetweerthe
two hills andacrosgheplain on eitherside.

BetweenChocolateHill andthe seais a so called salt lake which is now a perfectly flat
expanseof dried mud, covered with a glisteningwhite crustof salt. In winter it is a shallow
seawaterlagoon.

Themaindifferencebetweerthe SuvlaBay andthe CapeHellespositionis thatthe enemyis
not entrenchear rathernot protectedoy semipermanent earthworks as is in front of Achi
Baba.His line is indefinite. He keepsbehindcover and movesto any point which we may
happerto threaten.

The following accountof the advanceof the Australians,New Zealandersand the British
troops acting with them from the Anzac zone in conjunction with the new landingsis
suppliedto meby my colleaguenvho accompanieghis army.

After anticipating an attack by the Turks along with the Australian and New Zealand
positionssince the close of Ramadamthe Dominion troops have themselvesattackedall
alongtheir line, the movementforming a preliminaryengagemento the greatactionwhich

has been raging for four days. One thing has been accomplishedand is certain. The



Australiansalongtheright centre, at a point where theenchegun almostnorth andsouth,
havecapturedand now hold 400 yardsof Turkish trencheswhile the New Zealandinfantry
havestormedhe westernslopesof the mainridges.

In addition the Australian infantry form with British divisions part of a great flanking
movement.On the days precedingAugust, the Australian infantry captureda section of
TurkishtrenchesThetrenchesvererushed.



A magnificent performanced

D Companyof the 7" Royal Dublin Fusiliers, the so-called Toffsin the Toughs,suffered
terribly during an assaulton the main Turkishpositionson August15", 1915.

Anill -advisedbayonetchargeled to the deathsof threecommandingfficersand 54 men.

In just sevenweeksof fighting on the Gallipoli peninsula the 239 menwho had marched
through the streetsof Dublin in April 1915to cheering crowdsvere reducedto a cadre of
just79.

Amongthosekilled on August15" wasthe commandingfficer of D CompanyCaptainPoole
Hickman.A barrister, Hickmarwaschairmanof the Munstercourt drcuit and playedrugby

with Wanderer<slub in Dublin

The Irish Times, August 31st, 1915
The following accountof the operationf the 7th Royal Dublin Fusiliersin the Dardanelles
betweenthe 6th and 14th August has beenreceivedin Dublin. It was written by Captain
PooleH. Hickmanwho commandedhe D Companyandwaskilled onthe 15",
We left Mitylene [on the Greek island of Lesboa{ 3 pm on Friday, August6th andarrived
hereat4amon Saturdaymorning.
We carried our rations with usd a sandwichfor the voyage,and two days'iron rations,
consisting(eachday'sration) of atin of bully beef,tea,sugarbiscuitsandOxo tablets.
Fromtwo o'clockin the morningon we could seethe flashingof big gunsandheartherattle
of musketry thefirst indicationto usthatwe werewithin thewar zone.
Ouir first two boats,consistingof A andC Companiesstartedlandingat 5.50ambut did not
get ashore without mishap, stsrapnebktruckthe boat,killing onemanandwoundingeleven.
Amongstthe woundedwasoneof our officers SecondLieutenantHarvey.We landeda short
time later, but escapedwithout being hit and then about 8am we commenceda general
advance.
It wasallottedto us, andto anotherlrish regiment,to take a certainhill which was exactly
threeanda half milesfrom wherewe landed.
We hadnot advancedlL00 yardswhenwe were greetedwith a perfecthail of shrapnel And
shrapnelis not a pleasantthing. You hear a whistle through the air, then a burst, and
everythingwithin a spaceof 200yardsby 100yardsfrom whereshrapneburstis liable to be
hit. The woundsinflicted are dreadful- deep, big irregular gashes faces batteredout of

recognition Jimbstorn away.



We got some protectionunder cover of a hill and steadily continuedour advancein line
parallelto the enemy'sposition.We hadto changedirectionand advancean a directline on
position at a small nock of land, amloe crossingof this neckwasaweinspiring,but ghastly.
The enemygunshad got the rangeto a yard and a tornadoof high explosivesand shrapnel
sweptthe place.Your only chancewasto startimmediatelyafter a burstandrun asfast as
you could acrosshis placeastherewassomecoverat the otherside.We lost heavily at this
particularplaceandfrom thenon commencedhe seriousbusiness.

Theenemywerestrondy entrenched on a line of hslabouttwo milesfrom the neckof land.
Theright of the attackhadto go over a bare sandy swebpttherewassomecover,suchas
it was,for theleft.

The heatwasintenseand the going very heavy.We advancedn long lines with two paces
betweereachmanandabouteightsuchlinesaltogetheat the start.

Of course,by the time we got to the hill the supportsand reserveshad closedup with the
firing line. Meanwhilewe presentedin opentargetto the enemy,but though we advanced
through aregularhail of bulletsandshrapnelpur casualtiesverenot heavy.

Major Harrisonwasin commandof the first line and was marvellouslygood. About three
o'clock in the afternoonwe were within 600 yards of the hill which was fairly high- a
network of trenchesand sidescoveredwith furze and thorny scrub,which afforded cover
from view.

Whenwe gotto thefoot of the hill, A andD Companiesled by Major Harrison, were in first
line about glatoonof eachwith somelnniskillings anda few stragglersTheytook thehill at
thepoint, of thebayonetthe Turksfleeing in all directions. It was a magnificent performance
andwe havebeenpersonally congratulated on it. ealledthe hill Fort Dublin.

Our casualtiesvere over 100 including Major Tippett, shotdeadand LieutenantJulianwho
has,| hear,since died. D Company lost 2#togetherbut only onekilled outright thoughl
amafraid some of the others will nogcover.

It wasjust duskwhenthe hill fell and then we had to go and get wé&tar menwho were
parchedwith thethirst.

This was a long job as we had to go some miles back to a well. Meanwhile, we had
establisheaurselvesn thetrencheson the hill andat 1.30on Sundaymorningl eata biscuit
which was my first food since breakfastthe previousmorning. The enemycounterattacked

duringthenight but wereeasilydriven off.



All Sundaymorning and afternoona furious fight was going on on the ridge to our right
whereour forceshad the advantageMeanwhileall day shrapneland high explosiveswere
spoilingourd a yré@standthe placewasfull of snipers.

Thesesnipers are the very devil. you put your headup at all, bulletswhizz pastyou. They
areuptrees,in furzeandeveryconceivablehiding place,andit is very hardto spotthem.

On Mondaytherewasa tremendousdight for the hill on our left by an Englishdivision. The
brigadeon theright ranout of ammunition and D Company waalledupon to supply them. |
sent 40menunder CaptainTobin to bring up 20,0® rounds to the suppodndtook 80 men
myself with 40000 roundswhich werefurther awayto the sameplace,but with ordersfrom
the Colonelto comebackimmediatelyasour sideof the hill wasveryweaklyheld.

Whenl gotup | foundthat Tobin and12 of his party hadgoneon further asthe ammunition
wasvery urgentlyneeded! dumpeddown our ammunitionwith the supportsandcameback
to the hill asordered.MeanwhileTobin andhis party got into the firing line andone of my
best sergeantsEdward Millar, was killed. He died gallantly and his name has beensent
forwardfor recognition.

The next few dayswere uneventfulsavethat we got no sleep as we had to standatans
aboutsix timeseachnight andtheincessantin of howitzersandheavygunsallowedno rest
whatsoever.

Finally on Thursdaynight or ratherFriday morning,at 1.30amwe wererelievedandwerenot
sorry to leave the hill which none of us will forget and the taking of which was an
achievementvhichwill addlustreto therecordsof even the Dublin Fusiliers.

Our Company'scasualtiesamountedto 40 out of 188 men landedon Saturdaymorning. |
forgot to saythatwe discardedur packsat the landingandhaveneverseenthemagainand
all this time we neverhad even our boots ofg shave,or a wash,aseventhe dirtiest water
was greedily drunk on the hill wherethe s u nréysbeatpitilessly down all day long, and
wheretherotting corpsef the Turks created a damnaldifensivesmell. Thatis oneof the
worstfeatureshereunburiedbodiesandflies but the detailsaremore gruesomehanmy pen
coulddepict.

Well, we marchedout at 1.300n Friday morning,a bedragglecandwantof-sleeptired body,
andmarchedsevemmilesbackto arestcamp.

Severalof the menwalkedbackpartof theway in their sleepandwhenwe arrivedat 4.300n
Friday morningeveryonethrewhimselfdownwherehe wasandfell asleepBut our hopesof
arestwereshortlived, aswe were orderedout againat four the nextday, and herewe are

now on the sideof ahill waiting for thewordto go forwardagainandattack.



Meanwhileit is soothingfor usto know that we haveachievedsomethingwhich has got us
the praise of all thetaff and big men here, but | daresayyou will hearall abaut it in

despatchefom thefront.

The Irish Times, August 27th, 1915
Theannouncemerdf the deathof CaptainPooleHenryHickmanin the Dardanellesasbeen
receivedwith feelingsof deepregretby his colleaguesat the Irish Bar. On the outbreakof
war Poole Hickman was one of the very first of the ranksof the Bar to volunteer.In his
studentdayshe wasprominentasa rugbyfootball player,captainingthe Wandererslub and
heremainedorominentin therugbyfield in the earlyyearsof his professioml career.
He wascalledto the Bar and,beinga County Clare man,sonof FrancisW HickmanDL of
Kilmore, Knock, joinedthe MunsterCircuit.
His short professionalcareerwas full of promise.Before he joined the Colours, he was
secretaryto the MunsterBar andenjoyedto anexceptionablegreethe esteenandaffectionof
his colleagues.
CaptainHickmanwas possessedf a fine physiqueand his rapid promotionfrom lieutenant
to captainwasthe resultof soldierly efficiency rapidly attained.His corpswas with the 7"
Dublin Fusilierswhoseroll containsmanymembersf the Irish Bar aswell asa greatnumber

of prominentrugbyfootballers.



Wounded in Action

Some men were lucky to survive the initial assaults. Here Private Frank Laird speaks of his
gopodbrtune in only being shot. Aalf this is al
after all, 0o he writes in thi s-cldssenenwhojoifed me. L
D company. Though a university education entitled to him to bens®ioned as an officer,

he opted to become a private in D company.

In this account, he also recalls the death of Paddy Tobin. Captain Tobin was the son of a
surgeon at St Vincentdos Hospital and |ived i
was st 21 when he died on August"tiuring the ilkfated assault on the Turkish positions.

Tobin is one of the three reble characters who features in the Anu Production play The

Pals at Gallipoli.

The Irish Times, Thursday, September 16, 1915
Thefollowing letter has been receivedhu bl i n from Pri v &mpa ¥ ank N
7th Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Hereis the longpromised yarnof my brief campaign. After about four weekboard ship,
we popped off oneday rathersuddenly in a trawler invhich we sailedall night. It was a
Saturday morning whewe went ashore in steam barges with a gangwépnt.
They st ran up against ¢tbeach and dropped the gangwayd wewalked ashore like a
picnic party. After ashort delay to get thathers in Ine westarted off.
Our company was in support afother company in an attack on a hill somag off to which
our battalion and some othexgre making. Our way lay along tseashorat first, and then
across country, arnitlitook us till dusk to get ouill.
The performanc&vas exactly like one of our attacks the iam fights that, | believe, | once
described to you.
We went along at first isingle file insections of a dozen or so each and then, when we came
more under fire, wapread into line. Asoon as we started weet the processioaof chaps
coming bak wounded either walking or on stretchers.
You would think that it should discourage ormit one of the most curious things | found
under fire was the detached way doeked at everything a$ it was just a shown which
one only took a halhearted kind ofnterest.Well, we had not got far along thehore till

stray shrapnel shells began to dray far from us.



However, we did not worrynuch about them. There was one hot spbich we hadto
double over, and then takbelter begnd.

The shrapnel was droppimyetty smartly there, and | saw Colonelvidmg, with a stick in
his hand, standing ugs cool as a cucumber, while everyone a@$epurse, was rubbing his
respective nose ahe gound and making himself as smallgssible.

Well, we moved off from that, ands we got further on there was more rifle fred less
shrapnel. The naval guns did a totpu down the latter. We spread into linad spent the
rest of the afternoon areveningmoving from one ditch to anotheandfinally at nightfall
got to the base of the htlb find that the attack had carried it, so tivatdid not fire a shot.
Ball and | had agreetb keep togdter, and managed it pretty weétiough it was not vy
easy. Thatnightwe | ept i n an enemy &hehilt & eixecchowdof us.t he bo
Everythinggets rather mixed in an attack dikhatand you find yourself with chaps from
other sectionand other regiments. We did nothiog Sunday, whictwas a fine day and
quite pleasant, buon Monday morning we gatrders to be readgnd were moved up thall
into other trenches with the rest of @ampany, and firing, which had been goingiother
parts, off and on all Sunday, begagrin with us.

We sat there prettywell crowded up for a good while, and heard were to hold the hill.
The next proceeding, however, Wit a partyof us were called out and sent off under
Paddy Tobinwith boxes of ammunition to place where thegaid our men we getting
pushed back bg strong counteattack, and were short of ammunition.

Well, we could not find where iwas wanted, though we paddled aroumder a hot fire till
we were pretty well deadbeat. At length we opened the boxestewled the stufflang
where the men coulpick it up if they retired

Then we had aest. | lost Tobin and most ¢he otherswhen we moved aga but came
acros twootherD Company men | knew, and it was when moving up with theoh some
men ofanother regimertbwardsthe firing line thal was shot. | was walking alone behind a
ditch when | got what feltke a blow in theback, and ovel toppled. My fiist thoughtwas
fiThebeggr s have gantdt hmee sad thislisadd thédtrouble there is being
shotitisnotmucraf t er al | . 0

Thenl heard the other chaps asking meerehl was hit. | told themand a couple of them
dragged me under the hedge and tied me up.

There were twdRoyal Army Medical Corps (RAMCinen there, but itvas too livey a fire
then, hey said, @ carryme down. They fixed me up in pretty gocolver, and there | lay till



next morning. Iwas a lovely night, and | did not have gmjinso | justmeditated on things
in generalnd whenever anyone went by directed thersend up a stretar forthwith.

By daylight a deent couple of chaps came algmgt me on their stretcher and carted me off
to thefirst dressingstationwhere | had something drink and passed along to the second
and third and finally to the edge othe seawhere | metMcNut who had not long come
ashorelooking as bright and smiling as ever.

| asked him to drop you a line whidie assuredne, he would with pleasure. We had
longishwait there inthe sun, but final wevere trotted off in barges on our stretchersa
cruiser and hauled aboard it bgr@neand laid in rows along the deck.

It soundsfunny, but it was really quite a comfortabl@y of goingaboard, and #Jack Tars
treated us like gentlemexnd so we arrivetiere and were transferred by motor ambulaoce
this hospwhere | have been since living like a lord

| have not muchmore to sayexcept that, though | expectedlie badly scared,was not at
all. Everythingseemed to come as a matter of course straightaway. There was even a kind of
exhilarationin the performance on the first day, tighul fancy one gets tired of it after a

while.



(He stoodin the centre of the bullet-sweptzonequietly twirling his stick.0

By the time the autumncamethe true extentof Irish lossesat Gallipoli had becomeknownto
the public. The pals battalion, the 7" Dublins, were effectivelywiped out during a futile
attack on August15”. They had beemommandedy Lt-Col Colonel Geoffrey Downing,
mentioned by Laird in the previous artickeformer captain of Monkstownrugby club who
wasinstrumentain the establishment of the unit.

He was regarded aguitefearless ear ning this memor abl He
stoodin the centreof the bulletsweptzonequietly twirling his stick. As an old soldier he
knewthere weretimeswhenan officer mustbe preparedto run whatare unnecessaryisk.o
ThisIrish Timesaccountdetailshowsomanyof the officersattachedo the 7" battalionwere
killed, including perhapsthe bestknown of themall, LieutenantErnestJulian, then Reid

Professorof Law at Trinity CollegeDublin.

The Irish Times, October 16th, 1915
Theintroductionof the 6th and 7th Dublin Fusiliersto the realitiesof war in a foreign clime
cameaboutwith the suddennessf a young dog thrown into a ponblut with the difference
thatthe Dublinsonly askedto be flung into the melée at Suvla Bay, and fouhdir feetwith
the sameceleritywith which the youngdogdiscovershis ability to swim.
Their voyageto the AegeanSeain a comfortableCunardefcommandd by CaptainRostrum
who helpedto savesomeof the Titanic'spassengerdjad hardly cometo an end beforethe
menfoundthemselves traversing the beagith shrapnetakingits toll of life.
ColonelDowning, who commandshe 7" Battalionof the Dublin Fusiliers, wasgoodenough
to tell anlrish Timesrepresentativeomethingf their daringandachievements.
He is now at his homein Greystonesecoveringfrom the attentions of a Turkish snipgarho
puttwo bulletsthroughhisright foot.
ColonelDowningmadeit clearthat,thoughonly the exploitsof his own battalioncameunder
his immediate notice, the other units constituting the 10th (Irish) Division acquitted
themselveso lessgallantly.
At the very beginningof the landing at Suvla Bay they cameunde shrapnelfire, which
woundedLieutenantHarvey, late of the Provincial Bank andten menandkilled two, asA
andC Companiesverelandingunderthedirectionof Major Lonsdale, secondn command.
The motor barge,with the deadandwounded returnedto the steameandtook off B and D
CompanyunderColonelDowningwho joinedthe othercompanies.

descr



Thelandings of B and D Companies wedogtunatelycompletedwithout casualtiesOrders
were receivedfor an attackon ChocolateHill known for a time as Dublin Hill Casualties
occurredasthe mentraverseda narrowsandpit of which the Turks had the exact randpeit
theregimentwasfortunatecomparedvith someothersatthis point.

With the Royal Inniskilling Fusilierson oneflank andthe Royal Irish Fusiliers on the other
the Royal Dublin Fusiliersformedup for the attack.For a time casualtiesverefew, but the
regimentsthen cameundera heavyshrapnelfire from their left andthe advancehadto be
continuedby short and rapid rushes. It was during one of theserushesthat Lieutenant
(Ernest)Julian,a well-known Dublin man,wasmortally woundedand manyothercasualties
weresustained.

A Iwaswonderfulthe way the menstoodi t sai@ColonelDowning."They might havebeen
old and seasonedroops,andthey continuedtheir advanceasthoughthey were on the drill
ground.After thatwe cameunderheavymusketryfire which really seemeda relief afterthe
shrapnehlthoughcasualtiexontinuedto occuro

The advancecontinuedover scrub,ditchesand ploughedfields, anda messagevasreceived
to the effectthatit wasimperativethat ChocolateHill shouldbetakenbeforedark.

The 7th Dublins pressed forward in the centrEhe actualattackingline wascommandd A
Company by Major Harrisooloselysupportedy CaptainTobinwith D Companywhile the
othercompaniesverecloseupin reserve.

Beforethe crowning assaulithe naval gunsshelledthe top of the hill until the last possible
moment.As the crestwassurmountedhe Turks brokeandfled anddid not wait to resistthe
bayonetof thelrish.

The hill was capturedat 7.30pmin the eveningof August9th andit was seento be very
strongly fortified. There were tiers of trenchesand dug outs, and every availableform of
defence had been employeRifles, shel andrifle ammunition,accoutrementsand stores
werefoundin the fort andthe menobtainedassouvenirssomecuriouslycolouredwaistcoats
abandonedby theenemy.

Casualtieswere comparativelyfew, a fact which Colonel Downing attributesto the men
holding their fire till they were aiming at some well-defined object and pushing on
vigorously,sothattheen e my had | i t tdettherangep grrtoypreirtly ot.o i
The menwerein the greatesfettle afterthe attackandvery pleasedvith themselvessthey
hadreasonto be. For four days,until transferredto anotherpoint the Dublins held the fort.

Therewaspracticallyno sleepowingto snipingandshrapnel.



Sniperswere all around,and shot severalmenthroughthe head.Colonel Downing pointed
out two hadesin his sunhelmet,piercedby a shrapnelbullet which missedhis headby the
barestchance.

A M yelmetwasknockedoverto ones i dsaid GolonelDowning, "and my cup of teawas
spilt. It annoyedme very much. Therewas not muchrelief for after a night marchthe men
foundthemselvesllottedto takepartin anatack on August15th.

Meanwhile,however theyhadreceivedtheir first batchof correspondence a very welcome
event.Theattackcommencedt two o'clockon the Sundayafternoonandat about6pma hill
hadbeencapturedn the faceof the moststrenuoupposition.

At the finish therewas stiff bayonetwork and the Turks were startedon the run with big
losses Everyinch of the groundwas hotly contestedAs the mensurmountedhe crestthey
gavea cheerwhich wastakenup by thereservesandechoedrom the gunboatdownbelow.

It was while Colonel Downing was bringing up the reserveghat a sniper,left behind,and
concealedn abushemptiedhis magazineat him.

A lcould feel the bullets wh z z past my ear s, OandtleenhegotCrel on el
twice in thefoot. It felt asthoughan elephanthad stampedon it and| wasneversowild in
my life. | emptiedmy revolverinto thebush,andl think I got him.

fiMajor Harrisonand CaptainPook Hickman, CaptainTobin and LieutenantFitzgibbonled
bayonetchargegshatday,andthe night which followed wasthe hottestthe regimenteverhad,
for the Turks counterattackedn greatforce.During the periodeightofficers werekilled and
manywounded 0

Major Harrison,CaptainHickman, CaptainTobin, CaptainLeschallis,LieutenantFitzgibbon
, LieutenantCrichton,LieutenantWeatherillandLieutenantRussellgavetheir lives.

In spite of all the enemycould do, the regimentheld the position throughout the night,
without giving aninch, andat nine o'clock on the Mondaymorningwererelieved.The night
wasdescribedy Major Lonsdaleandthe adjutantasthe limit of frightfulness.

A T hwentto theirdeathss i n g $ail@olorelDowningof hisregime n tandtheyrefused
toyield aninch of ground,thoughthedead and wounded | ay thick arc
A finer setof menthan the 1st Dublins, whom | commandedor four yearsin India, and
whosegreatlandingatV beachis sowell known, | haveneverseenput | canhonestlysayl
sawno differencebetweerthemandthe 7th,whichl hadthe honourto commandat Suvla.

A We o nmarttthe lives of thosewho havefallen to be thrownaway.| hopethatall menof

military agewill now put asidethe comfortsof home,andfill up the rankswith the same



braveryandpatriotism.The sacrificeof thosewho matchedhroughDublin on thatlastday of

April mustnotberenderedn vaino



Could shared sacrifice unify?

By early Septembet915, newswas filteringback to Ireand about what had happeneat

Suvla Bay. It prompted thisngthyeditorial in The Irish Times.

The paper once again reiterated its hope that the shared sacrifices in Gallipoli would help to
end the Ainternecine stri fnéra@andome theevarendedni oni s
The newspapetook particular pride in the sacrifices of the 10th (Irish) Division and
concluded the men who digdd not diedn vain.

Such sentiments were common at the time and helped the public to cope with the terrible

news seeping back from the various theatres of war.

The Irish Times, September 4 1915
From the official despatchesnessage$rom war correspondentand private letterswe can
now piecetogethersomepart of the story of the recentfighting in Gallipoli. Whenthe 10th
(Irish) Irish Division landedat Suvla Bay the Australianand New ZealandCorpson their
right wereengagedn aterrific strugglefor the heightsof SariBair.
On the 9th Augustsomeof the Colonialsreachedhe summitof the ridge, but their position,
sweptby Turkish shellfire,wasuntenableThe attack,asawhole,failed. BetweenAugust7th
and August 15th occurredthe successfulandingand advanceowardsAnafartain which the
Irish Division playedsucha splendidpart.
The advanceof August21st,aswe learntodayfrom the PressA's s 0 ¢ i @iresponudénts
wasonly partially successful.
Burnt Hill, which lies on the Dardanelleside of ChocolateHill, wasstormed but could not
be held. On the extremeright, however,our forcessecure a sensibleadvantageand were
ableto establishcontactwith the Colonial contingents.
A further successasSir lan Hamilton hasreported wasgainedby the new Divisions on the
27th and 23th August, when thegapturedground commandingthe Anafarta Valley; the
Colonialsalsowereableto extendtheline of theiradvance.
Here the story endsfor the present.The result of the operationsbetweenAugust 7th and
August28this thatafirm connectiorhasbeenestablishedetweernthe SuvliaBay forcesand
the Colonial Corps,that we now hold the whole coastlinefrom the Salt Lake to GabaTepe;
that we have securedpositionswhich dominatethe valley that leadsto the only road from

Constantinopléo Achi Baba.



We are well on the way to Biyuk Anafarta,which is only threeand a half miles from the
Constantinopleoada distanceeasilywithin gunrange.lf we cangetto theroadwe shallbe
ableto cut off all suppliesfrom the Turkishtroopsat Achi Baba,andtheir positionmustsoon
becomeuntenable.

Tremendousbstcles still confront our forcesnaturaldifficulties and a strongand gallant
foe. But .if we win, the back of our greattask will have beenbroken, and the first real
decisionof thewarwill bein sight.

Thefighting in the Dardanellewill bealandmarkin the historyof the Irish people.Our men
have fought grandly in Flandersherethe Irish Guardsreceivedtheir baptismof fire and
suchregimentsas the Dublins, Munsters,Royal Irish and Royal Irish Rifles amplified and
ennobledur greatmilitary traditions.

But therehasbeena morestriking concentratiorof Irish effort in Gallipoli; morethanonceit
has been possible to regard the army of Gallipoli as an Insii.a

The chief glory of the landingat Seddel Bahr, one of the mostsplendd military exploits in
the warfell to the first battalionsof the Dublin, Munster,and Inniskilling Fusiliers.These
fine professionalsoldiersproved themselvego be not inferior to the bestmen who have
foughtfor EnglandsinceCressyandAgincourt.

But there is anotheand an entirely new elementin our Irish interest in the Gallipoli
campaign, arelementthat gives a poignantintensity to our pride, our hopes,and our
anxieties. The professionalnay, asit wasbeforethe war, enticedcertainclasss ofthe Irish
people; the new reny embracesall. Our young men have answered the call from the
university,the office, andtheworkshop.

The personafearsandhopesof warfarehavebeenbroughtinto householdshat neverknew
them before. The heartstringsof the mothersof thousandsof Irish boys who had been
destinedfor safe and peacefulcareershave beendrawn after the Tenth Division to the
Dardanelles.

How would they fared theselads equippedonly with the hastytraining of a few months;
these officers fresh from the desk, on whose young shoulderssuch a heavy burden of
responsibilityis now imposed?Would they uphold the credit of the greatnamesthat they
carriedontheir shoulderscraps?

We havenot yet receivedany detailedaccountof their work in Galipoli, butthe brief reports
and the privatdetterswhich we have publishedduring the pastweek, furnish a sufficient

answeito our question.



The 10thDivision hasfulfilled our highesthopes.The Irishmenwho stormedSeddulBahr
may be proud of the Irishmenwho landedat SuvlaBay. The 7th Dublins are worthy of the
1stDublins.

The new battalionsof the Munsters,Connaughtsleinsters,Inniskillings, Royal Irish Rifles
and Royal Irish Fusiliers have establishedtheir comradeshipn arms with the war-worn
veteran®£ thosegreatregiments.

We know the casualtylists tell us from dayto day at what costtheselrishmenhaveproved
theirmanhood.

We remembetthe laughinglady who marched along the Dublin quays, ame think of the
hands that we shall nevdaspagain.

Everyoneof usknowssomelrish mother or wife bereaved, some Irislouseholddarkened,
asthepriceof thelandingat SuvlaBay.

Sometimesnve may be temptedto ask: wasit worth the while? Wasit really necessaryhat
this only son of his mother should fall to a Turkish bullet,hat the careerof that brilliant
youngbarristershouldendin a scuffleon aforeignsandhill?

We ventureto saythat eventhe bitterestlossin this campaignhasbeenworth the- while,
worth it for the soldierhimsdf, for his loved ones,for Ireland.The soldierhasdiedthe finest
of all deathdn thefinestof all causes.

In his shortlife he hasdonea greaterthing thanany who survive him at homewill everdo.
He hasleft to his family the consolationof a proud and tendermemory. His deathis a
messag®ef hopeto his country.

Mr. AshmeadBartlett [a journalistcoveringthe campaigh relatesthat on the heightof Sari
Bair he sawlying dead,side by side, a Colonial, an Englishman,a Maori and a Gurkha-
surelya solemnandwonderfulillustration of Imperialunity.

Is the spectacleof Irish Unionists and Nationalistsfighting side by side in Flandersand
Gallipoli, truecomradesandbrothersJesswonderfulandinspiring?

A little morethana yearagotheywere preparingto kill one another.Today manyof them
havediedfor oneanother Whenthis war is endedwe shallresumeour political controversies
in anewlreland.

The unionists andationalistswho foughtat Ypresandstormedthe hill at Suvlahavesealed
a new bond of patriotism. The spirits of our deadlrish soldierswill cry trumpettongued
againstthe deepdamnationof internecinestrife in Ireland. Shall we dareto think that the
Irish soldier who hasdied for the liberties of the world, and for the future progressand

happines®f Ireland,hasdiedin vain? Our memoriesf thatstoriedpeninsulavheresomuch



Irish blood hasbeenshedwill beproudaswell assad.Oursonsandbrothersherehavemade
a new chapterin Irish history. Of thosewho will never comehomewe cantruly say,asthe
Spartanssaidof their deadat Thermopylaethattheir tombsare altars,their lot gloriousand

beautiful.



Retirement of the Tenth (Irish) Division. Gallantry of Dublins, Munsters,
Connaughts and Inniskillings. Eight guns Abandonedi 1,500 casualties

Part of the rationalefor the Gallipoli campaignwas to convincewavering Balkan powers
who were neutral to supportthe Allies in the war. But the campaignhad the oppositeeffect.
After the failure at Gallipoli,and Geman successesgainst Russia,Bulgaria decidedto
throw in its lot with the Central Powers(as Germany, Austriddlungary and the Ottomans
were known) givinghe then Allied powers(the British Empire, France, and Rusdiathe
United States did not join thvear until 1917)a newenemywith whichto contend.

In Septembefl915the Allies judged that, loughGreecewastechnicallyneutral, the Greek
port of Salonika(now Thessalonikigould fall to the Bulgarians In late Septemberthe 30"
Brigade of the 10" (Irish) Division was sentacrossthe AegeanSeato Salonikafollowed by
therestof the division. At that stagesome90 per centof the divisionweredead,woundedor
ill, mostlyfrom dysenteryThedivisionwasdecimatedand neededo befilled up by infantry
draftsii f r all theregimentsofthea r my o .

Themajor Irish engagemerin Salonikawasthe Battle of Kosturinoin whichthe 10" (Irish)
Division foughta rearguardaction againstoverwhelmingorce in the mountainsnowsof the
Balkans.Conditionswereappalling.

Theattackhappenedn the middle of Decemberl915in Kosturinowhichis nowin modern
day Macedonia.Just 18 monthsafter the assassinationn Sarajevo,an Irish Division found
itself in Serbiadefendinghe Serbsagainstthe Bulgarians.The Great War had truly become
a global conflictin whichthe unlikeliestof foeswerepitted againsteachother.

The 10" (Irish) Division retreated in good order having held out for days against a
numericallysuperior force. The battle costthe division 302 dead, but its stand prompteda

letter of appreciationfrom King GeorgeV.

The Irish Times, December 18, 1915
The War Office issuedthe following on Sundaynight i fighting north of Salonika.After
sustainng violent attacks delivered bthe enemyin overwhelming numbers,the 10th
Division succeededyith the help of reinforcementsn retiring to a strongpositionfrom Lake
Doiranwestwardgowardsthevalley of the Tardarin conjunctionwith our Allies.
TheDivision is reportedto havefoughtwell aganst very heavy odds and thisslargelydue
to the gallantryof thetroops,andespeciallyof the Minister Fusiliers,the Dublin Fusiliersand

the ConnaughRangersthatthe withdrawalwassuccessfullyaccomplished.



Owing to the mountainoushatureof the countryit wasnecessaryo placeeightfield gunsfor
purposesof defencein positionsfrom which it wasimpossibleto withdraw themwhenthe
retirementook place.

No British report was issuedon Monday night regardingthe position at Salonika but
telegamsfrom unofficial sourcesagreedin statingthat the FranceBritish troopswere now
concentratedn Greekterritory and that the withdrawal had beeneffectedwithout further
seriousfighting.

The Bulgariars were stated to be a few milasdit wasrumoued that, in orderto avoid
complicationswith Greecethey would not crossthe frontier. The task of dealingwith the
Allied troopsis to beleft to the GermansandAustrians.

Further details of the fightingt Dorian show that anotherlrish regiment,the Inniskilling
Fusiliers, greatly distinguishedtself, losing the bestpart of two companiesn a successful
rearguardaction.

The arrangementsvith Greecearetaking shape. The Greek troops northeast of Salonika are
retiring to Serres (a city in Macedajiand portion of the SalonikaCustomHousehasbeen
handedverto the Allied commanders.

British troops and suppliesare being landed daily, and thereis every indication that the
decisionto hold the Salonikapositionis beingbackedup in the mostdeteminedmanner.
ThegallantTenthDivision1 Dublins,MunstersandConnaughts.

Few things are more unsatisfactoryin warfare than fighting without a specialobject, and
therearefew besideghe British who canrise superiorto suchdepressingnfluences.

The British soldier hasshowntime and againthat, whateverthe circumstancesnay be, he
canalwaysgive a goodaccountof himself. Here,asin Franceand Gallipoli, he hasproved
himselfa desperatéighter againstodds.

Last week, when | visited Hill 516, before me extendeda panoramagmbracingthe main
British lines,whosefront extendedor morethantenmiles.

The hill itself markedthe point of junction of the British and Frenchpositions,the former
occupyinga position,entirelyto theright of themainroadfrom Doiranto Strumica.

It is the only motorroad in thisregion,the restof the ground,apartfrom somegoattracks,
being rough and hillandcoveredwith thick scrub,makingall movemendifficult.
Someideaof the difficulties of the posiion canbe gainedfrom the fact thatit took a couple

of hoursto reachmenonly a mile awayfrom the track.



To this hasto be added the bitter cold hastin prematurelybeforeproperprovisioncouldbe
madefor the supplyof winter equipment.The menhave beensuddenlyflung into this bleak
wildernesdreshfrom the almosttorrid heatof the Gallipoli Peninsula

In the courseof theseengagementthe fighting often becamevery closeowing to the mists
but the gallant ConnaughtsMunsters,and Dublins proved themselvedettermen than the
Bulgars,evenwith thelatter'sown favouriteweapon the bayonet.

Possiblythe cold madethemappreciateasa luxury this form of exercise put certainit is that
time andagainthe enemywasdriven off in a seriesof handto-handencountersin which he
sufferedheavyloss.

But t h esugeroeityof/ndimbersandespeciallytheir mountainguns,couldnot fail to
predominatein the long run, we being entirely unprovided with these useful and
indispensableveapons,and we retired to the secondline, the French having meanwhile
abandonedhe bridgeheaaf GradetzandHill 516.

The importanceof our standin thesepositionsis difficult to exaggerateBecausehad the
Bulgarianssucceededh pushingthrough,as,doubtles, they hopedandintendedto do, they
would havecut off the retreatof the main body of the Frenchaswell asthe British, andthis
would possiblyhaveledto agravereverse.

The splendidtenacityof the Irish Division, however,defeatedthe enemy'shopes, and gave
the FrenchCommand,aswell asour own, ampletime to proceedwith the withdrawalin a
methodicaland orderly manner.Since Tuesday the pressure oé Bulgarianoffensivehas

relaxed,andour newpositionsareof greatstrength.














































































































































































































































































